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Norwegian Institute for Urban and 
Regional Research

Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research 
(NIBR) is an independent social science research cen-
tre whose mission is to develop and publish research-
based insights for the benefit of decision-makers in 
public and private institutions as well as for the general 
public.

NIBR’s vision is to further develop urban and regional 
research as an inter- and multidisciplinary field of 
study with a global perspective, thereby strengthening 
the institute’s position as one of the foremost Norwe-
gian and leading European environments for urban 
and regional research.

Organisation
NIBR has sixty-five researchers who span the social 
sciences and planning disciplines: sociology, political 
science, economy, demography, anthropology, geogra-
phy, architecture, engineering and land-use planning. 
40% of NIBR’s researchers have academic qualifica-
tions equivalent to PhD-level or higher.

NIBR is a private foundation. Most of its income is de-
rived from national and international commissions. A 
smaller amount comes in the shape of an annual basic 
allocation from the Research Council of Norway and 
goes to the development of strategic programmes and 
competence-building. The institute’s annual turnover 
is approx. NOK 65 million. 

Clients
NIBR offers action-oriented, decision-support re-
search and analyses for clients in the public and private 
sectors and competes for research contracts in Norway 
and abroad.

NIBR’s major clients are the Research Council of 
Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs / Norwegian 
Agency for International Development Co-operation 
(Norad), Ministry of the Environment, Ministry 
of Local Government and Regional Development, 
Ministry of Health and Care Services, Ministry of 
Children and Family Affairs and the local government 
sector. An increasing number of pojects are funded by 
international sources.

Research activities
NIBR’s core competence is in urban and regional 
research. This is a wide inter- and multidisciplinary 
field of social science research, encompassing i.a.:
•	 analyses of social conditions and societal changes 

in urban and rural areas, and across regions, sectors 
and levels;

•	 analyses of regional development and innovation, 
housing and city planning and management, and 
the development of democracy and welfare within 
and across local communities;

•	 territorial analyses of society, coupled with studies 
of sustainable development

The research activities at NIBR are organised in four 
departments:
•	 Department for International Studies 
•	 Department for Socioeconomic and Territorial 

Studies
•	 Department for Housing and Environmental 

Planning Research
•	 Department for Welfare, Democracy and 

Governance Research

NIBR’s international relations are extensive, and our 
international commitments growing steadily year 
on year. NIBR works with partners in the Nordic 
countries and several countries in Europe. NIBR’s 
commitment to developmental research and research 
partnerships has resulted in institutional and research 
partnerships with several university and research cen-
tres in Asia, Africa, Eastern and Central Europe. 

As one of Norway’s environmental research institutes, 
NIBR uses its expertise in the social sciences to 
promote an integrated, knowledge-based approach 
to environmental challenges and issues associated 
with economic growth. NIBR is a member of the 
Environmental Alliance, a group of leading Norwegian 
environmental research establishments. NIBR is 
also a partner in the Oslo Centre for Interdisciplinary 
Environmental and Social Research (CIENS), a 
collaborative research partnership of independent 
research institutes and the University of Oslo. 
The centre is based on shared scientific strategies 
and research programmes; partners work together 
on research and information and reside in an 
environmentally friendly building in the Research Park 
at Blindern in Oslo. 
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Research at NIBR: Stability and flexibility

The non-university research institutes − the so-called 
institute sector − work in an unpredictable and shift-
ing environment. This is the result of conscious politi-
cal decisions − at the national and international level 
− and the absence of an integrated, coherent policy for 
the sector. An increasingly competitive marketplace is 
obviously a challenge to the institute sector. There are 
changes in the regulatory and economic environment 
as well, a handful of examples being the European 
Union’s detailed competition rules, The Norwegian 
Research Council’s recently introduced basic funding 
system and the growing number of bidders in the mar-
ket for contracts. Applied social research is no longer 
the province of research institutes; private consultan-
cies, colleges and universities are now competing for 
the same projects. The positive aspect of competition 
is that it gives all comers a chance to show what they 
are good for in areas which, in principle, are open and 
accessible to all. Fair competition, however, depends 
crucially on a level playing field. At present, that is far 
from being the case. One of the reasons can be found 
in the unequal terms under which various institutes 
work. They include basic funding, tax and pension 
liabilities, office rent, equity, etc. Another reason is 
the way the institute sector competes with others for 
contracts, organisations which often operate under 
much less stringent terms. Over the shorter term, 
this is something we can not do much about. The 
various institutes devise different strategies to cope 
with the challenges. They have different partnership 
mechanisms, operate in different contract markets and 
develop different scientific specialities. The latter is not 
the least important. 

NIBR’s answer has been to meet the challenges with a 
blend of professional stability and flexibility. The Insti-
tute’s stability is provided by a regional and a political 
dimension. Both have been cornerstones of the Insti-
tute since its inception 42 years ago. NIBR’s regional 
research is characterised by penetrating studies of 
regional conditions and dynamics of regional progress 
− national and international. Regional development 
is about political commitment in tandem with eco-
nomic, social, demographic and environmental factors 
in a territorial perspective. It includes innovation and 
learning within and between enterprises. NIBR’s other 
professional underpinning, the political dimension, 
is reflected in the Institute’s analyses of policy mecha-
nisms and political values. NIBR has long led the field 
in the study of public planning and organisation of the 
public sector, in the enactment and implementation of 

public policy and the challenges associated with coor-
dination and collaboration between levels of govern-
ment and different sectors. The modern term for this 
way of managing society is governance, but the object 
is the same: political steering and administration, par-
ticipation, legitimacy and democracy. 

The political sectors and geographical areas studied by 
NIBR vary widely. This speaks to the flexibility dimen-
sion of our research. Many projects explore issues here 
in Norway, but our portfolio of international projects 
− on the European Continent, in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America − is growing. Not only does this give us 
an opportunity to study social conditions in far-flung 
countries and regions, we can use the knowledge to 
make interesting comparisons. NIBR is also flexible 
insofar as our research transcends sectors − that is, we 
cover many areas of policy. Over the past years NIBR 
has been involved in environmental research, though 
today, an equal amount of attention is paid to other 
areas of policy, not least public health, housing and 
climate policy, where organisational structure, mode of 
government, coordination and regional development 
occupy centre stage. Here too, comprehensiveness fa-
cilitates fruitful comparison across policy boundaries. 

We need to mention a third aspect of NIBR’s research 
to round out the picture. Our research strategy is 
characterised by close proximity to practice and by cross-
disciplinarity. Our analyses of social change, social 
processes and outcomes are usually based on close em-
pirical study. Our national and international research 
can access a rich body of data and complementary 
methodologies. Few research institutes in Norway can 
exhibit as much expertise on society in terms of our 
municipalities and counties. This includes everything 
from demographic expertise to knowledge of nature, 
environment and local political and administrative 
organisation and service delivery. When it comes to 
cross-disciplinary studies, NIBR has always been at the 
forefront of developments. Long before the Research 
Council and other clients began to urge collabora-
tion across research fields and disciplines, NIBR was 
already doing cross-disciplinary research. It is indeed 
the policy of the Institute to promote and encourage 
the scientific staff to adopt a wide scientific horizon to 
ensure thorough, fruitful analyses. 

NIBR’s research in 2008 mirrors this commitment. 
Our three largest clients in 2008 were the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Local Government and 
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Regional Development, and the county councils. This 
is evidence of established position at all levels, local, 
regional, national and international. Our projects cover 
a vast geographic area. We have, for example, evaluated 
democracy promoting measures in Øvre Eiker and 
Tanzania. Many of the projects depend precisely on 
expertise at NIBR on the structuring of the public 
sector and organisation of regional development. One 
example is the study of the impact of demographic 
centralisation, a project funded by the Ministry of 
Local Government. The Ministry of the Environment 
is funding several of our strategic institute programmes, 
but our client base includes several other important 
sector ministries and directorates. 

There was breadth in the various policy areas studied 
by NIBR in 2008 as well. NIBR conducted, for in-
stance, several evaluations of projects under the Mental 
Health Action Plan and of preventative public health 
work, housing policy for the disadvantaged, coal 
mining on Svalbard, Norway’s policy on coastal zone 
management and administrative reform in Ukraine. In 
many of these projects we combine our basic expertise 
on regional political processes and many different 
political sectors. The presentation below (page 10) of 
important research projects reflects the broad scope of 
our work. 

As mentioned, NIBR has four research departments. 
They are NIBR’s scientific backbone. But we also work 
across departments. Our multi-departmental work var-
ies more often, both in terms of the issues studied and 
the people involved. But they give us an opportunity 
to deepen our expertise in particular areas and respond 
rapidly to changes in demand. Important social science 
in the immediate future will revolve around climate 
studies, including the challenges of governance and co-
ordination. Other studies focus on urbanisation proc-
esses and place attractiveness. They will benefit from 
our accumulated expertise in regional development, 
place studies and public service delivery. Each of these 
areas continues as a separate programme in 2009. 

Given the fiercely competitive contract market, it is 
particularly important for the individual institute to 
maintain and develop knowledge and know-how in 
particular fields. A clear scientific identity can be used 
as a compass for priority setting at the Institute on 
matters relating to acquisitions and recruitment, while 
at the same time making the Institute stand out from 
the crowd as a distinctive centre of excellence. We will 

be the preferred partner and service provider simply 
by being better in certain core areas. NIBR is meeting 
these challenges with a blend of scientific stability and 
flexibility. We think it is a sensible way forward, but to 
remain a leading research institute, we must continue 
to improve our capacity to change with the changing 
environment.

Hilde Lorentzen
Acting Director General
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NIBR’s Board 2008
Chair
Senior Counsellor Inger Stray Lien 
University of Oslo

Vice-Chair
Deputy Director General Petter Knutzen 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development

Member
Professor Marit Reitan
NTNU

Member
County Executive Harald K. Horne
Akershus County

Member 
County Executive Matz Sandman
Buskerud County

Member 
Researcher Einar Braathen
NIBR

Member 
Researcher Knut Bjørn Stokke
NIBR

Deputy 
Researcher Sigrid Skålnes 
(for Einar Braathen)
NIBR

Deputy 
Marte Winsvold
(for Knut Bjørn Stokke)
NIBR

The Research Council of Norway appoints NIBR’s board in 
compliance with NIBR’s statutes and nominations by 
Ministry of the Environment (2), 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development (1), 
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities (1) 
and the Research Council of Norway (1). 
Two members are nominated by NIBR’s staff.

NIBR’s Board 2008
From left: Petter Knutzen, Jørn Rangnes (Director General, 2008),  
Inger Stray Lien, Marit Reitan, Einar Braathen, Matz Sandman.  
Harald K. Horne and Knut Bjørn Stokke were not present.
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Statement of the Board 2008

The Institute
NIBR is a national centre of applied research in the field 
of local and regional government and the environment. 
The Institute has an international presence in the environ-
mental and developmental fields. NIBR’s headquarters are 
in Oslo.

Status, performance and continued activity
At the end of 2008, NIBR’s contract portfolio, human re-
sources and financial standing are sufficiently robust to war-
rant continued operations and development. The project 
and contract portfolio was good in 2008, though with some 
variation across the various research groups. Nevertheless, 
the board cannot dismiss the fact that the decade has been a 
difficult one for the Institute which has struggled to achieve 
a stable, positive operating balance. This gives us cause for 
some concern. Earnings in 2008 were negative, amounting 
to -NOK 4,533,426, of which NOK 1,982,668 is set aside 
for future pension liabilities. An internal committee looking 
into ways of improving NIBRs financial situation has been 
in work from January 2009.

Insofar as the tax authorities consider NIBR to be a tax-
able entity, the Institute has filed tax returns for the years 
2004−07. The board is contesting the authorities’ inter-
pretation of the law, but has filed a tax return for 2008. 
The Government has done away with property tax for 
foundations which receive a basic grant from the state. 
From 2008, NIBR will no longer be taxed on property, 
and will consequently not accrue property tax liability. 

The financial statement is submitted under the assumption 
of continued activity. 

Working environment
A six-member Working Environment Committee, includ-
ing the Director General, is in place. The committee held 
four meetings in 2008 and is working to implement the 
Institute’s system of internal control and annual audit of 
the action plan. Absence due to illness was 4.4 per cent in 
2008. No work-related injuries or accidents were recorded 
in 2008. 

Gender equality
NIBR has for many years been committed to ensuring a 
well-functioning workplace for staff of both sexes. 48.6 per 
cent of labour productivity at NIBR in 2008 was due to 

the work of female staff. The proportion of females in ex-
ecutive management positions was 57.2 per cent in 2008, 
or a ratio of 4:7. 

External environment
Activity at NIBR has no harmful effect on the external 
environment. 

The following points are considered of 
importance for assessing NIBR’s financial 
status and performance
NIBR’s distributable equity fell to NOK 11.5 mill. as a con-
sequence of the negative economic performance in 2008. 
Liquidity fluctuated widely across the year. NIBR’s assets are 
largely tied up in tangible fixed asset investments in NIBR’s 
own property, CIENS eiendom KS, cf. annual accounts. 

Pensions charged against income and contributions to the 
Norwegian Public Service Pension Fund (Statens Pens-
jonskasse) grew by NOK 1,962,668 in 2008, and pension 
liabilities were estimated as of 31 December 2008 at NOK 
6.69 mill. Liabilities are estimated on the basis of actuarial 
principles and should be seen in relation to a simulated 
management of pension assets, that is, as if the assets were 
invested in long-term government bonds. 

In 2005 and 2006, NOK 8,828,063 was invested in 
CIENS eiendom KS and CIENS eiendom AS. Following 
repayments in 2007 and 2008, NIBR’s share of the share 
capital per 31 December 2008 is NOK 6,692,192. This 
amount is essentially an investment in NIBR’s own office 
space. In addition, NIBR has a debt of NOK 782,080 vis-
à-vis the general partner [komplementar] in the limited 
stock partnership [komandittselskap], CIENS eiendom 
AS, of NOK 844,205. 

Investments in tangible fixed assets amounted to NOK 
1,213,891 in 2008, mainly in the form of computing 
equipment and furnishings in NIBR’s new offices. 
Depreciation and amortisation expenses were NOK 
987,891. Technological progress will, it is assumed, 
require significant investments in the years ahead. 

NIBR’s prospects remain favourable. 

The annual loss of NOK 4,533,426 is subtracted from 
equity.

Oslo, 12 June 2009
Member of the Board of Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research

Matz Sandman
Member

Inger Stray Lien
Chair

Petter Knutzen
Vice-chair

Harald K. Horne
Member

Marit Reitan
Member

Marit Ekne Ruud
Member

Einar Braathen
Member

Hilde Lorentzen
Acting director
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ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2008.  Excerpts
All figures in NOK 1 000

OPERATING INCOME 2008 2007

Income from commisioned projects 31 548 25 346

Founding of research programmes 16 615 17 998

Annual basic allocations 16 480 19 444

National tasks 1 230 1 230

Sale of publications 126 192

Other operating income 479 1 003

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME 66 478 65 212

OPERATING EXPENSES

Salary, wages and social security expenses 48 945 47 384

Expenses directly related to projects 13 266 12 285

Expenses relating to premises 5 169 5 082

Expenses related to information 988 830

Other operating expences 3 072 4 434

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 71 441 70 016

OPERATING PROFIT (4 962) (4 804)

Profits financial items 492 142

PROFIT BEFORE TAX (4 471) (4 661)

Capital tax paid 63

NET PROFIT FOR THE YEAR (4 533) (4 661)

BALANCE SHEET  as of 31.12.2008

ASSETS 2008 2007

Fixed assets 12 283 14 580

Current assets 37 264 33 321

TOTAL ASSETS 49 547 47 901

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES   

Issued equity 5 000 5 000

Accumulated equity 11 539 16 372

Pension liabilities 6 408 4 426

Current liabilities 26 600 22 104

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 49 547 47 901
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FORMAL COMPETENCE 2006 2007 2008

Total number of staff 75 74 79

Research staff 63 60 66

Research/person-years 56,4 58,3 60

Research staff, PhD qualifications 23 37 % 20 33 % 24 36 %

Research staff, grade 1 13 21 % 14 23 % 13 20 %

PUBLICATIONS AND OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 2006 2007 2008

Articles in academic journals with referee / 
per researcher

12 0,19 26 0,43 15 0,23

Articles in other professional journals /  
per researcher

10 0,16 17 0,28 31 0,47

Books and anthologies 32 18 11

Chronicles and reviews 26 27 25

NIBR Reports 19 25 35

NIBR Working Papers 38 17 21

Papers prepared for academic conferences  
and seminars

45 38 60

REVENUES BY SOURCE 
(ALL FIGURES IN NOK 1 000) 2006 2007 2008

Annual basic allocation from the Research  
Council of Norway (NFR)

6 286 11 % 6300 10 % 6810 10 %

Strategic Institute Programmes from NFR 5 281 9 % 7 543 12 % 6 170 9 %

Research programs from NFR 9 314 16 % 14 210 22 % 12 718 19 %

Ministries and other government bodies 29 488 50 % 22 842 36 % 26 719 34 %

Counties and municipalities 3 988 7 % 3 216 5 % 4 764 8 %

International funding 4 578 8 % 4 259 7% 2 602 4 %

Private sources and other operating revenues 591 1 % 483 0 % 746 1 %

2006 2007 2008

Total revenue  59 338 63 909 66 477

Revenue per researcher 1 052 1 096 1 108

Basic allocation per researcher 184 231 197

Accounts of competence 2008. Excerpts
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From NIBR’s research 2008

Evaluation of the Mental Health Action Plan
There have been several projects at NIBR in recent 
years studying aspects of the Mental Health Action 
Plan (1999-2008). Three reached completion in 2008. 
These projects, all of which were conducted under the 
Research Council of Norway’s dedicated action plan 
evaluation programme, explore how the municipal 
authorities have implemented the plan, and of atti-
tudes to and living conditions for people with mental 
illnesses.

The project on the Organisational impact of local 
authorities’ work in relation to the Mental Health Action 
Plan began in 2001. Three surveys of all Norwegian 
municipal authorities (2002, 2005 and 2008), and two 
rounds of case studies in six municipalities allowed us 
to chart progress in mental health care as a municipal 
service. Although municipalities face significant 
challenges with regard to ensuring good coordination 
and collaboration in the field of mental health, mental 
health care in most municipalities became a clearly 
defined area of responsibility during the lifetime of the 
action plan. 

A study of Public attitudes to and knowledge of mental 
health and psychiatric disorders also began in 2001. 
Almost identical surveys were conducted among a 
representative sample of the population in 2002 and 
2007. The findings show that people with mental 
illnesses were less likely to face stigmatisation in 2007 
than 2002. Commitment and interest have improved 
over the years, but people are neither more nor less likely 
to be open about mental illness. Attitudes to mental 
illness in various sections of the population continue to 
vary widely. 

A project studying the Living conditions of the mentally 
ill was conducted in 2007−08. Using data obtained 
from Statistics Norway’s Health and Living Condi-
tions Surveys of 1998, 2002 and 2005, surveys of 
municipalities and interviews with municipal officials, 
we looked at progress in standards of living during 
the action plan’s lifetime. The study found that those 
suffering from mental illness are significantly more 
likely to live under poor conditions than the mentally 
healthy population. There is little evidence to say that 
living standards for the above mentioned group has 
improved during the action plan’s active period, but 
there are signs of improved access to jobs for people 
with mental illnesses. The possibility of meeting others 
in a social setting has improved during the period. Peo-
ple are brought together primarily by specially organ-
ised activities for the mentally ill. Community-wide 
integration, one of the objectives of the action plan, 
has not, it seems, been a success. 

Designing and improving social housing 
policy tools
NIBR conducted several studies on behalf of the Nor-
wegian State Housing Bank in 2008 of social housing 
policy mechanisms. One of the studies looked at the 
connection between the main economic schemes, i.e. 
the start-up loan, the housing grant which helps peo-
ple get a foot on the housing ladder, and the housing 
allowance. The objective of the study was to find ways 
in which the three schemes could be made to work 
better simultaneously, allowing assistance packages to 
be tailored to the needs of the different disadvantaged 
households. NIBR designed a model which covered 
the structure and boundary values of the different 
schemes. Households varying on characteristics and in-
come were fed into the model, as were living expenses, 
excluding housing costs. The model showed that the 
income of many households was very often both too 
low for eligibility to one of the schemes and too high 
for another. The model showed how far apart the dif-
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ferent schemes function in their current design and 
content. Often, of course, overlapping mechanisms will 
not be needed, but the model showed that the design 
of the schemes simply makes combined action impos-
sible whether it is needed or not. 

Given the model’s versatility, the Housing Bank wants 
to encourage its use by designers of municipal schemes 
for disadvantaged families in the housing market. The 
idea is to encourage municipal authorities to use these 
schemes to help people buy a place of their own. The 
Housing Bank monitors the situation facing disad-
vantaged people in the housing market very closely; 
the bank was prompted by the Office of the Auditor 
General (Riksrevisjon) to learn more about the many 
households which in spite of precarious economic cir-
cumstances remain ineligible for assistance under the 
terms of the various schemes. 

NIBR’s social housing portfolio also includes informa-
tion on municipal housing policy, including social 
profile of the general housing supply and policy towards 
the most disadvantaged. In 2008 we evaluated the na-
tional homelessness prevention strategy. On that occa-
sion we studied in particular the efforts of local authori-
ties for the least well-off homeseekers. Municipal targets 
are ambitious, and although our evaluation showed 
that many of them were yet to be achieved, many local 
authorities are doing a good job creating workable, per-
manent schemes for the homeless in their areas. 

The cost of centralization
NIBR, working together with several other research 
and assessment groups, completed a research project 
set up to report on The cost of centralization for the 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional Develop-
ment. The final report was presented to the Ministry in 
February 2009. 

The project’s point of departure is political in nature, 
and rehearsed in, among other places, the Government’s 
Soria Moria Declaration and the latest white paper on 
rural and regional policy. The underlying assumption 
is that centralization, economic growth and sustained 
welfare development are closely interwoven. The ben-
efits of centralization are well documented. In light of 
this, we were asked to investigate the impact of centrali-
zation at the individual, regional and macro level.

It was not, however, exactly clear what was meant by 
centralization or “the cost of centralization”. Centrali-
zation was therefore defined as centralisation of the 

population. In other words, migration from rural to 
central areas of the country is greater over time than 
migration in the opposite direction. Centralization 
is in that sense a macro phenomenon, or the sum of 
individual location decisions. We have not analysed the 
causes of centralization, but we do highlight structural 
factors of importance to migration decisions (work, 
education opportunities etc.). We therefore interpreted 
the cost of centralization as the (negative) impact of an 
increasingly centralized residential pattern affecting 
individuals, regions and the nation as a whole. 

The impact of centralization as a process, we conclude, 
is often complex and varied. The “cost of centraliza-
tion” is impossible to state in a general, simple or 
straightforward formula. We have, however, managed 
to identify certain effects of centralization, of which 
the most important are:
•	 Centralization is not perceived as a problem at 

the level of the individual. This is because people 
are generally happy with their chosen place of 
residence, wherever it happens to be. But over 
the longer term, centralization could result in the 
“thinning out” of some places, as communities lose 
institutions such as schools, childcare facilities and 
shops providing essential goods. This includes the 
more informal interpersonal networks. Because 
centralization is a slow process, it is not something 
people notice on a day to day basis. 

•	 Centralization as a process entails transaction costs 
by creating a gap between population size and com-
munity infrastructure. In rural areas, the infrastruc-
ture will be geared to serve a larger population; in 
urban areas, the target population will be smaller. 
As the pace of centralization rises, the gap will 
widen and the transaction costs will rise.

•	 At the same time, market-based funding of network 
infrastructure could lead to a shortfall in investment 
in the same infrastructure in rural areas, as demand 
is insufficient to cover the investment costs. This 
affects all users of the network, non-rural dwellers 
as well. 

•	 Decentralization undermines municipal finances in 
rural areas both in terms of revenue and spending 
per capita. In urban areas, revenue per capita rises, 
but we have not found irrefutable evidence for an 
effect on spending per capita. 

•	 The environmental impact of centralization varies, 
depending on the indicator. At the same time, our 
analysis found that local factors are just as impor-
tant to an area’s environmental status as the settle-
ment structure. 

 Annual Report 2008 11



Evaluation projects in Eastern Europe
Norway is a well-known quantity in the eastern parts 
of Europe, due among other things to the many mod-
ernisation projects funded by Norwegian authorities. 
One characteristic of the Norwegian assistance is the 
high number of organisations: Norwegian govern-
ment bodies, educational institutions, professional 
groups and NGOs run projects in cooperation with 
partners and authorities in the “recipient country”. 
Many projects provide training in some form or other: 
seminars, programmes, study visits. 

NIBR has completed several evaluations of Norwegian 
and Nordic project activities in Northwest Russia and 
the Western Balkans. One of the questions posed by 
these evaluations is whether the projects have had the 
desired effect in the communities in which they were 
run. 

On the positive side, the projects have on several occa-
sions been useful, introducing new working methods 
into the health service and municipal administration, 
for example. Norwegian-Russian collaboration in the 
High North has created in certain places robust and 
dynamic relations between experts and professionals in 
northern Norway and northwestern Russia. The evalu-
ations found that successful results depend on taking 
the time needed. The longer-term view is essential. 
There are, nevertheless, certain common themes inso-
far as nearly all of the projects underestimated what 
they needed to know about the recipient country. This 
explains why many project owners were far too often 
unable to report much more than the project’s comple-
tion and whether they held the prescribed number of 
training programmes for the prescribed number of 
participants. Too rarely are they in a position to esti-
mate how much the participants learned and whether 
they put their new skills to use. The actual outcome of 
the projects therefore remains somewhat in the dark, 
and it is impossible to say anything concerning the 
longer term impact. 

At the practical, operational level, knowing too little 
about the country has had adverse effects. Virtually 
without exception, the problems facing the projects 
were unanticipated by the project owners who struggle 
to make sense of the situation. In this, they are helped 
neither by their local partners nor government connec-
tions. As a rule, the problems result from inadequate 
preparations. Those involved in the project fail to ask 
themselves whether the project is necessary or, indeed, 
wanted. Eastern European states have a well-estab-
lished, robust system of laws and regulations, funding 
mechanisms, institutional arrangements and profes-
sions. To promote innovation by means of project 
work, it is essential to learn about pre-existing solu-
tions in the recipient country. We found repeatedly 
that the most successful projects were working hand in 
hand with ongoing governmental reform efforts. 
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NIBR’s Research Departments

Department for Housing and Environmental 
Planning Research

The department is highly diverse and also includes the 
Centre for Planning and Environmental Impact As-
sessment. The department has defined three core areas 
of research:

Environmental planning research
The department has developed a significant body of 
knowledge over the years on planning processes and 
the Planning and Building Act as a planning and pol-
icy mechanism. This includes method development, 
evaluation of planning’s regulatory effectiveness, and 
challenges associated with decision making processes, 
participation, democracy and effectiveness. The de-
partment analyses land use and resource management, 
and nature-based business development. We also study 
the interconnections between land use, outdoor recre-
ation and public health. Cultural heritage and cultural 
artefacts fall under our concept of the environment. 
The department is an active partner in coastal plan-
ning and helps partners address challenges to planning 
policy arising from an ecosystem-based approach to 
land-use management. The department has a research 
fellow whose PhD work straddles the borders between 
planning and public health. 

Housing research
The department is responsible for following up the 
Institute’s commitment to housing research. We study 
the functioning of the housing and land markets, the 
connection between housing policy and social and 
economic integration of vulnerable groups into main-
stream society. We conduct analyses of housing policy 
mechanisms, and in 2008 financial assistance schemes 
were at the centre of attention, not least support and 
funding programmes to help low-income households 

become property owners. We also studied the rental 
market, looking in particular for evidence of ethnic 
discrimination. A third focus was on sustainable home 
construction and the connection between life style 
and housing consumption.

The department also studies housing standards and 
quality, and whether policy targets are reached in areas 
such as densification, universal design and environ-
mental standards in the built environment. In partner-
ship with the Department of Landscape Architecture 
and Spatial Planning at the Norwegian University of 
Life Sciences, we ran training programmes for govern-
ment officials on physical quality and densification. 

Urban development and place studies
The department also works in the area of urban and 
semi-urban development. We are involved in the 
development and reputation building of small places, 
small towns and peri-urban residential areas. We draw 
on methodological advances in socio-cultural place 
analysis. We also use on data on place development 
and economic growth in studies of successful 
development projects in small places. In 2008 we 
were also involved in place development processes in 
municipalities where tourism is a key industry, looking 
in particular at place perceptions among children and 
adolescents. 

Another important area of interest at the department 
is sustainable urban development. The department is 
affiliated to national and international networks in this 
field of study. In 2008, we strengthened our presence 
in the COST network, focusing on urban develop-
ment and land use management. 

Dr. ing. Berit Nordahl is Research Director 

 Annual Report 2008 13



Department for Welfare, Democracy and 
Governance Research

The department’s core competence stems from knowl-
edge of the public sector’s organisation, and the impact 
of organisational structure on political participation, 
governance, policy making, responsibilities and duties. 
The department pursues these issues in several policy 
areas, especially health and welfare, environment, 
housing and education. 

The point of departure for studies at the department 
is the academic challenge of studying politics, political 
processes and political debates. We attempt to align 
political issues with scientific perspectives to gener-
ate practical knowledge and promote wider scientific 
understanding. All stages of policy making and policy 
enactment are studied and analysed empirically and 
normatively. We are particularly interested in demo-
cratic challenges to the political systems, and look at 
problems connected with different levels of govern-
ment. Both qualitative and quantitative analytical 
methods are used. 

Research focuses largely on the effect of the structure 
and organisation of the public sector on
•	 Political participation
•	 Governance
•	 Policy making
•	 Responsibility and task definition in the public 

sector

Dr. polit. Hilde Lorentzen was Research Director.

Department for International Studies 

The department studies politics and forms of 
government in several countries in Africa, South and 
South-East Asia, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 
and Latin America. We are particularly interested 
in processes of change, reforms, the introduction of 
new mechanisms and the difference they make at the 
local and regional level. Many projects are conducted 
as micro-studies, often comparative, and usually by a 
cross-disciplinary team. The department’s researchers 
are highly experienced in the study and evaluation 
of various forms of development cooperation and 
collaborative projects between Norwegian and foreign 
institutions and organisations. As a rule, we work with 
organisations based in the countries in question.

The Departments research is in close contact with the 
work of other departments at NIBR. The department 
combines its own specialist knowledge and core exper-
tise of particular countries with that of the other re-
search departments, among other things by drawing on 
lessons learned by local government administrations and 
local democracies from practising the ‘Nordic model’. 
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The department pursues research in the following key 
areas:
•	 Decentralisation, government reforms and institu-

tional analyses
•	 Civil society studies
•	 Poverty and vulnerable groups, marginalisation and 

exclusion mechanisms
•	 Health and HIV/AIDS
•	 Women and equality
•	 Evaluation

In the past few years, this work has increasingly taken us 
to countries where there has been or is armed conflict. 

Dr. polit. Arne Tesli was Research Director until 14 
February 2008. Marit Haug, PhD, is Research Director 
from 15 February 2008.

Department for Socioeconomic and 
Territorial Studies

The department conducts studies and prepares reports 
for clients in Norway and abroad. Regions are studied 
in terms of economy and demography and dynamics 
of regional growth. International comparative studies 
of territorial issues and developmental patterns are of 
central importance. Regional development and the 
development of regions entails an interplay of political 
action and factors of economic, social, demographic 
and environmental nature in a territorial perspective. 
This includes innovation and learning within and be-
tween enterprises. 

The department also performs evaluations, perspec-
tive analyses and impact assessments of the territorial 
effects of social change and policies at various levels. 
We study welfare sectors, the economy of regional and 
local governments’ economy, and economic aspects of 
the housing sector and housing market. We also con-
duct studies for clients in the field of welfare and social 
policy. 

The department is actively involved in the study of 
nature−society issues. The main theme here is the local 
and regional implications of climate change and politi-
cal strategies in this area. 

The department has expertise and experience in the 
following key areas:
•	 Business, network and innovation analysis
•	 Territorial studies – integrated perspectives on 

regional development
•	 Economy of the public sector and local government 

finances
•	 Demographic and socio-demographic studies
•	 Evaluation of regional policy and political 

cooperation at the regional level
•	 Living conditions of different segments of the 

population and associated challenges
•	 Territorial development in Europe and OECD area
•	 Analysis of social and territorial conditions in 

relation to regions within and outside Europe

Cand.sociol. Olaf Foss is Research Director.
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Strategic Institute Programmes

Funded over the annual basic allocation, the strategic 
institute programmes are important elements of the 
work done at NIBR to strengthen scientific capacity 
and the international profile of the institute’s key 
research areas. Activities include theoretical and 
empirical studies. Research findings are carefully 
vetted and refined prior to publication in the form 
of scientific articles. One of the main purposes of the 
institute programmes is to support capacity building 
and researcher training, especially PhD candidates, 
who generally pursue their doctoral studies in 
connection with important contract projects. There 
is an emphasis on developing research networks and 
strengthening domestic and international research 
partnerships. 

Public Health 
This cross-disciplinary programme brings together re-
searchers specialising in welfare, planning and govern-
ance studies. The programme started in 2006 and will 
end in 2010. The main question concerns the planning 
system’s ability to promote somatic and mental health 
in the population as a whole and in specific groups. 
Special projects are currently investigating the organi-
sation of public health work in the municipalities and 
evaluating the processes by which public health is in-
corporated in the planning and planning processes. We 
are also studying the environment and sustainability as 
aspects of public health planning and how knowledge 
in health and social sector is incorporated into plans 
following tighter regulations on transparency. Ethical 
and political dilemmas encountered in preventative 
work are also dealt with under the strategic institute 
programmes. 

Senior Researcher Marit Helgesen leads the programme.

Foresight for Regional Planning and 
Sustainable Regional Development
NIBR’s strategic institute programme Foresight for 
Regional Planning and Sustainable Regional Develop-
ment started in 2006 and is due to end in 2010. The 
intention of the programme is to understand better the 
challenges and opportunities inherent in the foresight 
methodology at the regional level and consolidate 
NIBR’s position as a national centre of expertise of 
relevance to potential clients. “Foresight” designates 
forward-looking processes based on broad participa-
tion and a combination of scenario building and coor-
dination. 

NIBR began working with Hedmark County Council 
and the Eastern Norway Research Institute in 2008 on 
the Foresight programme called Innlandet. NIBR and 
the Work Research Institute are helping Vest-Agder 
County Council run an INTERREG Foresight project 
to promote regional innovation planning in a number 
of European regions. NIBR is developing a Foresight 
project for climate adaptation in cities and urban cen-
tres on the Baltic Sea. The scenario project “Regional 
Norway anno 2030” is another key undertaking. 
Emphasis is given to engaging with the international 
research community by publishing in the professional 
media and attending conferences. 

Senior Researcher Jan Erling Klausen leads the pro-
gramme.

Strategic Block Grant from Ministry of Local 
Government and Regional Development
The Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development disburses a strategic block grant 
to NIBR intended for longer-term competence-
building in the areas of economic modelling and 
database development at the regional level, municipal 
organisation data, housing research, migration 
analyses and research dissemination. The grant is 
also earmarked to facilitate knowledge sharing and 
scientific dialogue between NIBR and the Ministry. 
The programme began in the last quarter of 2006.

In 2008, as in the two preceding years, the 
development programme for housing research 
concentrated on 1) the role of local government in 
housing policy; 2) migration and housing policy 
challenges; 3) knowledge of the housing markets 
and interplay between market and authorities; and 
4) new housing developments: planning, standards 
and cost allocation. In 2008, NIBR ran several 
important projects under each of these headings. The 
programme has been used largely to enable researchers 
to write papers on the projects and present findings 
at international conferences. The programme has 
therefore made it possible for us to increase our 
international presence in housing studies and establish 
relations with colleagues in other European countries. 
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Joint Institute Programmes under the 
Environmental Alliance
NINA (Norwegian Institute for Nature Research) 
is lead partner in the strategic institute programme 
Nature 2020+, where NIBR is joined by NIKU 
(Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research), 
CICERO (Centre for International Climate and Envi-
ronmental Research), NIVA (Norwegian Institute for 
Water Research) and NILU (Norwegian Institute for 
Air Research). The programme seeks to build expertise 
in the research community in scenario methodology. 
The project focused in 2008 on the two island com-
munities of Vega and Smøla, where scenario-based 
foresight studies were conducted. They looked at a va-
riety of change factors. Following this work, colleagues 
at NINA, aided by input from researchers from other 
institutes as co-authors, prepared two working papers 
setting out lessons learned from the projects in the two 
municipalities. The programme commenced in 2006 
and continues until 2010. 

Senior Researcher Kjell Harvold represents NIBR on the 
programme’s steering committee.

The strategic institute programme Adapting to 
Extreme Weather in Municipalities brings together 
the natural and social sciences in a research programme 
on the impact of extreme weather events on the 
natural environment and local communities and 
what local councils are doing to prepare for extreme 
weather events. On the basis of the data, procedures 
will be drafted to help systematise municipal efforts. 
CICERO leads the programme; the other partners in 
addition to NIBR are NIVA, Bioforsk, NIKU, NILU 
and NINA.

Senior Researcher Geir Orderud represents NIBR on the 
programme’s steering committee.

NIBR is working with NINA and NIKU on the 
strategic institute programme Changing Patterns 
of Outdoor Recreation 2004−2008. NINA is pro-
gramme coordinator while NIBR is responsible for 
the sub-project Outdoor Recreation and Land-use 
Management. The focus of this sub-project is outdoor 
recreation near urban centres, especially in the coastal 
zone, peri-urban woodlands and continuous corridors. 
We explain the public’s use of these areas and assess the 
success of various schemes to conserve them for recrea-
tion. Kristiansand and Bodø were chosen as case-study 
municipalities. The results of the investigations were 
published in 2008.

Senior Researcher Knut Bjørn Stokke leads the sub-
project Outdoor Recreation and Land-use Management 
and represents NIBR on the programme’s steering com-
mittee.

NIKU is lead partner of the programme Cultural 
Monuments and Historic Sites in the Coastal Zone 
under an Integrated System of Coastal Management, 
other partners being NIBR, NINA and Bioforsk. The 
main aim of the programme is to learn more about 
the cultural monuments and historic sites along the 
coast and help build an integrated system of coastal 
management. Our knowledge in this area is deficient 
and fragmentary and inadequate as a practical planning 
tool and decision making background. An important 
goal of the programme is to study local knowledge and 
what cultural monuments and historical sites mean to 
the local community. We also ask what planning and 
other authorities do to incorporate these perceptions 
into decision making. 

Senior Researcher Ragnhild Skogheim is NIBR’s project 
leader for the programme.
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International Activity

NIBR enjoys relations with many organisations and 
bodies, and our international research portfolio has 
marked a steady growth in recent years. NIBR works 
with several universities and research institutes in each 
of the Nordic countries and other countries in Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. Important elements of 
NIBR’s international work include reciprocal knowl-
edge sharing, promoting competence development 
and institution building.

We have wide-ranging experience of working with 
and in different countries and cultures. Concrete 
projects profit from core knowledge of the country 
and proficiency in its language and knowledge of 
Norwegian conditions. NIBR’s unique advantages lie 
in our ability to combine knowledge of Norwegian 
society under headings such as regional studies, 
governance and local administration with expert 
knowledge of different countries and their languages. 
NIBR’s international work builds on the Institute’s 
tradition of cross-disciplinary work in the fields of 
political science, economics, geography and sociology. 
Many of our projects are conducted at the local level 
as contextualised micro-studies. We usually work 
alongside national and local research centres in both 
research and evaluation projects. 

NIBR’s international research commitment is concen-
trated in the following areas:
•	 Economic and demographic processes at the re-

gional level and regional impact of public policy 
and socio-economic change

•	 Regional inequality, migration, housing and urban 
development and ethnic relations

•	 Poverty and vulnerable groups, marginalisation and 
exclusion processes, gender and equality, conflict

•	 Decentralisation, government reforms and 
institutional analysis

•	 Civil society, relations between public institutions 
and civil society

•	 Socio-economic growth and change, distribution 
and social policy

•	 Links between environmental protection, natural 
resource management, economic growth and 
climate

•	 ‘The Nordic Model’ – international dialogue and 
research collaboration on socio-economic measures 
and mechanisms

NIBR’s research staff include experts on particular 
regions and countries, including
•	 EU and OECD area
•	 Western Balkan states
•	 Central Europe and the Baltic states
•	 Russia
•	 Eastern and Southern Africa
•	 Horn of Africa and Middle East
•	 Latin America
•	 South, South-East and East Asia

NIBR’s international work is funded by the Research 
Council of Norway Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Norad, Norwegian embassies, EU, Swedish and 
Finnish authorities, and several private organisations.

Civil Society
NIBR has conducted several evaluations and research 
projects for clients looking at various aspects of 
voluntary organisations’ work. Under these projects 
we assessed among other things how voluntary 
organisations work as a vehicle of development 
cooperation and the effect of Norwegian aid via 
voluntary organisations on recipients, organisations 
and institutions in partner countries. The following 
projects are completed:
•	 Evaluation of Norwegian Save the Children’s Russia 

programme, focusing in particular on performance 
and outcomes

•	 Evaluation of the joint Norwegian-Russian project 
supported by the Barents Secretariat 2002−2006

•	 Review of Norwegian Church Aid’s presence in 
Eritrea: organisation, structure, systems, technical 
and administrative capacities and capabilities, 
quality control, internal organisation and local 
competence context, collaboration with partners, 
contextual understanding, risk analysis and 
relations with head office in Oslo

•	 Evaluation of CATIE’s agricultural projects in 
Central America
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Decentralisation, government reforms and 
institutional analysis
The studies under this programme investigate how 
national and local institutions implement new schemes 
and reforms and how institutional factors affect per-
formance and outcomes. 
•	 In partnership with Norwegian Association of 

Local Authorities, a joint competence building and 
local government reform project in Ukraine

•	 Evaluation of Norwegian Association of Local 
Authorities work in the Western Balkans, 
2002−2007

•	 Research partnership with Hanoi University 
of Education investigating the role of poverty 
alleviation work and resource management in 
coastal communities in Vietnam 

•	 Government, natural resource management and 
the environment: A review of the Norwegian 
environmental programme in Tanzania

•	 Assessment of how FN organisations and the 
World Bank work on “demand driven governance”, 
with particular reference to Nepal

•	 Review of Centre for Property Rights and 
Development on behalf of Norad

Poverty and vulnerable groups, 
marginalisation and exclusion processes
These studies address marginalised and excluded 
groups and analyse the causes of poverty and exclusion 
and how various measures such as land reform, access 
to information technology and housing can promote 
inclusion:
•	 Success criteria for redistribution of land in South 

Africa, in collaboration with University of Kwazulu 
Natal

•	 IT and poverty: A local approach, conducted in 
collaboration with University of Kwazulu Natal

•	 Land reforms, trust and traditional rights in 
Malawi, in partnership with Bunda College, 
University of Malawi

•	 Social exclusion and nation building in Nepal, in 
partnership with the Centre for Nepal and Asian 
Studies, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu

Health and HIV/AIDS
2008 saw a significant expansion of NIBR’s interna-
tional commitments in the field of public health, both 
in terms of research and evaluation. NIBR explores 
in particular institutional challenges raised by HIV/
AIDS as an international commitment. 
•	 Is HIV/AIDS perceived as a public health problem 

in northwestern Russia? A joint project involving 
three Norwegian and three Russian institutions will 
attempt to answer the question

•	 Research partnership with the Centre for 
International Health, University of Bergen, on 
the implementation of effective local HIV/AIDS 
programmes. The work proceeds in collaboration 
with the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
the University of Malawi

•	 Evaluation of a project run by the Swedish Associa-
tion of Occupational Therapists in collaboration 
with the Mechnikov Academy, St Petersburg, to 
promote occupational therapy in Russia

•	 Evaluation of collaboration between Swedish and 
Russian regions (counties and oblasts) to consoli-
date Russia’s reform of the frontline health service

Conflict and post-conflict issues
NIBR has been particularly engaged in exploring how 
decentralisation and reforms at the regional and local 
levels serve to promote stability and peace. The second 
main issue concerns what civil society can do to speed 
reconstruction and ensure participation and inclusion 
in transitional periods between violent conflict and 
peace. 
•	 The decentralisation dimension of peace and con-

flict. This project seeks to establish whether decen-
tralisation helped promote a solution of the conflict 
in northern Uganda

•	 Decentralisation as a conflict-resolution strategy. 
The question asked here is whether decentralisation 
helped forge a solution to years of conflict in Nepal, 
Sri Lanka and the Philippines, or whether forms 
of decentralisation created further grounds for 
conflicts. 

•	 Service delivery and state building in fragile states. 
The project will chart parameters impacting local 
service delivery modules in Somalia

•	 The Muslim brotherhood. The study seeks to shed 
light on the impact of the Muslim Brotherhood on 
peace and reconciliation work in regional and local 
processes

•	 Gangs and political violence in Kenya. The project 
explores recruitment, political dimension and inter-
nal political dynamics of the biggest Kenyan gangs 
(Mungiki and Taliban)

•	 Implementing ILO Convention 169 in Nepal. The 
project explores how ethnic organisations in Nepal 
use the ILO Convention on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples to promote the interests of indigenous 
people’s rights
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Women and equality
NIBR has worked for many years in women’s studies 
and gender equality, especially in relation to develop-
ment cooperation. These efforts made progress in 
2008 as well. 
•	 Interim evaluation of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs’ action plan for women’s rights and equality 
in development cooperation

•	 Analysis of the work to promote women’s rights 
and equality by multilateral development banks

•	 Training and competence building in leadership for 
women belonging to ethnic minorities in Vietnam

•	 In 2007 and 2008, NIBR piloted a project to 
promote collaboration with research centres in 
Thailand in the area of regional development 
and decentralised governance. NIBR is currently 
negotiating a partnership with Governance 
Institutions Network International (GINI), 
Islamabad and National Institute of Public 
Administration (NIPA), both in Pakistan.

Activity in China
NIBR continued to work with the China Institute 
for Reform and Development (CIRD) in 2008, and 
we co-hosted an important dialogue conference in 
December 2008. NIBR initiated a partnership with 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) on 
creating regional classification systems and regional 
indicators in China. The project is being continued by 
CASS. 

ESPON and OECD
NIBR is an active contributor to the European Spatial 
Planning Observation Network ESPON (2002–2006, 
2007−2013), comprising now a total of 31 European 
nations. NIBR is involved in several joint projects, 
is co-host of important international seminars, and 
is ESPON’s national representative in Norway. The 
institute has, moreover, been a contributor (since 
1992 without break) to OECD activities centring on 
territorial indicators and regional analysis, including 
peer reviews and benchmarking activities in the field 
of regional policy by membership of the OECD 
Working Party on Territorial Indicators and its 
predecessor, the OECD Steering Group on Rural 
Indicators. NIBR is also involved in projects under the 
EU Research Framework Programme.

European Research Networks
NIBR is a member of the European Association 
of Development Research and Training Institutes 
(EADI) and one of the executive members of EADI’s 
Working Group on Urban Governance. 

NIBR also belongs to a network dedicated to 
migration studies in the Baltic Sea region in 
collaboration with Fafo Institute for Applied Social 
Science and the Centre for Migration Research, 
Poland. NIBR is finally involved in a HIV/AIDS 
network in northwestern Russia.
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Interdepartmental Programmes

Interdepartmental programmes at NIBR are strategic 
undertakings crossing departmental boundaries. They 
organise and concentrate competence building in the 
various areas defined by the participating departments. 
They are also intended to consolidate and develop 
science at NIBR, make NIBR known as a centre of 
excellence in the field and market our expertise. In 
2008, the institute worked on four interdepartmental 
programmes:
•	 Migration and integration research
•	 Place research
•	 Governance
•	 Comparative territorial research in the European/

OECD area

Migration and Integration Research (MIR)
Migration and integration studies (MIR) is a multi-
disciplinary research programme involving more than 
fifteen researchers and several research projects at 
NIBR. Migration and integration processes are play-
ing increasingly important roles in many sectors of 
society. These studies facilitate learning at NIBR on 
international migration processes and integration of 
immigrants and their descendants into mainstream 
Norwegian society. The programme’s researchers come 
with a wide range of experience from different disci-
plines, including anthropology, sociology, political sci-
ence, economics and planning. The following themes 
represent the main fields of study:
•	 Transnational networks, migration and relations 

between sender and receiver countries
•	 Demographic developments and regional 

differences
•	 Integration and segregation, particularly in the 

housing market
•	 Public and private services and mechanisms − issues 

concerning discrimination and rights
•	 Changes in Norwegian society resulting from 

immigration and increasing ethnic and cultural 
complexity

The programme is led by a small group of researchers: 
Nora Gotaas (coordinator), Susanne Søholt, Arne Tesli 
and Aadne Aasland.

Place Research
Applied research facilitating an integrated approach to 
place development in regions, urban and semi-urban 
areas underlies the various place research projects in 
which NIBR is involved. These studies explore issues 
related to local place identity, reputation and image. 
The programme engages in particular with methodol-
ogy development, participation and refining analytical 
tools. These place analyses are fed into planning and 
image-creation processes. Many of NIBR’s projects for 
local and regional authorities touch on one or more of 
the main modules of place research:
•	 Place identity and image building
•	 Process analysis of place development
•	 Population distribution, migration and sense of 

belonging
•	 Place and business development
•	 Place as physical environment

Senior Researcher Guri Mette Vestby coordinates the 
programme.

Governance
The purpose of this cross-cutting programme is to 
promote NIBR as a leading national centre of govern-
ance studies. Both in a Norwegian and a European 
context, network governance has attracted mounting 
attention as a means of societal coordination, in place 
of hierarchical government by public institutions. The 
role of public authorities is not necessarily declining in 
importance, but it is changing. Authorities are increas-
ingly required to act as initiators, coordinators and 
network participants. Generally referred to as a move-
ment from government to governance, there is an ur-
gent need to study the changing forms of societal gov-
ernment and coordination. In the business community 
and private sector new network and partnership-based 
forms of coordination are also emerging, along with a 
growing interest in ‘corporative governance’. The study 
of governance touches on several subjects of social 
scientific interest such as legitimacy, democratic par-
ticipation, efficiency and political steering. Under the 
programme, researchers draw on multiple disciplines, 
departments and empirical fields of interest.
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NIBR’s governance research covers a wide range of 
policy areas, but can be situated within the following 
main themes:
•	 Local democracy and governmental challenges 
•	 Multilevel governance
•	 Governance challenges facing democracy building 

in the South and East
•	 Regional development and governmental 

challenges

The programme is coordinated by Researcher Gro 
Sandkjær Hanssen.

Comparative territorial research in the 
European/OECD area
The purpose of this interdepartmental programme is 
to promote studies of territorial development patterns 
in Europe and the OECD area, while building a 
leading position for NIBR in comparative territorial 
research. The increasing rate of globalisation, 
integration in Europe and, not least, EU expansion in 
Eastern and Central Europe, demands further study 
of processes of change and Norway’s role in Europe. 
Studies under the programme investigate the territorial 
impact of social change in various areas and the effect 
of sector policies. Central programme themes are
•	 Territorial development potentials and territorial 

imbalance − competitiveness and cohesion
•	 Knowledge economy and regional advantages – the 

appeal of cities and regions
•	 Climate change and sustainable regional 

development
•	 Development of rural and territorial indicators and 

analyses

The programme is coordinated by Senior Researcher Ove 
Langeland.

Information and  
Dissemination

NIBR has a statutory duty to provide information in 
a comprehensible and user-friendly form. Scientific 
staff participate actively in public debates on issues 
of relevance to the institute’s research. NIBR seeks 
to provide information adapted to the needs of the 
general public, media and clients and to the scientific 
community by publishing in periodicals nationally and 
internationally. 

NIBR’s Resource Department, which also runs NIBR’s 
library, is in charge of information. 

Reports, articles etc.
Most research projects are reported in one or more 
of NIBR’s own series. In 2008, NIBR published 35 
reports, 21 working papers and 3 joint reports. Reports 
and joint reports are issued in print and electronically; 
working papers are only published electronically. All 
can be accessed from our homepage. While NIBR 
reports and joint reports have summaries in English 
and Norwegian, working papers come with a summary 
in Norwegian only. 

In addition to NIBR’s in-house publications, the 
work of our scientific staff resulted in 15 articles in 
peer reviewed journals and 31 in other professional 
journals, compendia and digests. Staff members 
wrote/edited four books, project reports in other 
formats, six contributions to anthologies and one 
scientific monograph. Twenty-five articles, review, 
commentaries and the like appeared in periodicals and 
newspapers. 

Information on new reports is sent to a network of 
contact persons. Every year the institute updates its 
thematically organised publications list which goes 
back several years. It can be accessed at www.nibr.
no (click on Publications). A printed version can be 
ordered from the institute. 
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Regional Trends
NIBR publishes Regional Trends, a journal dedicated 
to regional research. In 2007, a peer review system was 
put in train for the journal. Publications are supported 
economically by the Ministry of Local Government 
and Regional Development. Regional Trends appeared 
once in 2008. Copies are available at www.nibr.no, 
complete or as separate articles. 

Academic Conferences
National and international conferences provide a 
unique opportunity for researchers to make their 
findings and analyses more widely known in the 
scientific community. NIBR’s scientific staff read 
27 papers at international and national conferences 
in 2008, held 118 lectures and presentations at 
other Norwegian and international seminars and 
conferences. 

NIBR hosts and co-hosts conferences and seminars as 
well. NIBR organised alone or jointly the following 
arrangements, among others, in 2008.
•	 Public Health: What is the impact of planning and 

landscape? 
•	 The 4th Sino-Norwegian Social Policy Forum: 

“New Starting Point of China’s Rural Reforms: 
Equalization of Urban-rural Basic Public Services 
and Urban-rural Integration”. Arranged by 
NIBR and the China Institute for Reform and 
Development, Haikou.

•	 Workshop on “Local Government Reform in 
Ukraine”. Arranged by NIBR and the Norwegian 
Association of Local and Regional Authorities, 
Oslo.

•	 “Towards Sustainability in Urban Transformation, 
Governance Cultures and Housing Policies”. 
Arranged by NIBR and Nordic Seminar for 
Housing and Urban Research, Helsinki. 

Debate and Information
Academic Forum (Faglig Forum) provides a platform 
for informed debate on issues of relevance to research 
at NIBR.

Four debates were held in 2008.
•	 Housing standards and the outdoor space in the 

high-density city 
•	 Russia in transition: Effect on joint Norwegian-

Russian projects in the High North
•	 Does involving the local community make urban 

planning more democratic and efficient?
•	 Attitudes to mental illness. Do public information 

campaigns make any difference?

NIBR’s Library
NIBR has an excellent library which caters to the 
needs of researchers at the institute. At the last count 
we had 23,000 volumes, and subscribed to 180 peri-
odicals and twelve newspapers.

One of the library’s most important duties is to 
facilitate searches in the databases of electronic journals, 
newspapers and other sources of information on the 
Internet. The library is party to the Norwegian Archive, 
Library and Museum Authority’s consortia agreements 
on access to ISI Web of Science and the whole-text base 
Atekst for Norwegian newspapers.

In addition to conventional lending services, the 
library makes copies of articles on request, generally 
for staff at NIBR, but sometimes for outside users. 
Many of the latter, among them students at colleges 
and universities, also make use of the collections at 
NIBR. 

Contact information:
Chief Librarian:  
Inger-Helene Wang Andresen, 
inger.w.andresen@nibr.no
Information consultant: 
Berit Willumsen,  
berit.willumsen@nibr.no
Ordering and subscribing to 
NIBR publications:  
nibr@nibr.no 
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NIBR Publications
NIBR Reports 2008
Most NIBR Reports and Working Papers are 
published in Norwegian, but NIBR Reports have 
summaries in English.

Barlindhaug, Rolf and Marit Ekne Ruud
Resident satisfaction with newly built homes 
NIBR Report 2008:14  

Barlindhaug, Rolf and Kim Christian Astrup
Improving coordination between housing 
allowance, housing grant and start-up loan 
programmes
NIBR Report 2008:13  

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte and Steinar Johansen
Mining and the local community in 
Longyearbyen
NIBR Report 2008:22  

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte and Steinar Johansen
Svalbard: Society and industrial affairs 2008 
NIBR Report 2008:21  

Blanco, Myriam, Marit Jørgensen, Edwin Pérez, 
Henrik Wiig
Evaluación del proyecto CATIE Pasturas 
Degradas en América Central 
NIBR Informe 2008:30 (NIBR Report 2008:30)

Braathen, Einar, Elsa Lechner, Marit Ekne Ruud 
and Susanne Søholt
The ‘Critical Urban Areas’ Programme in 
Portugal
– First Assessment 
NIBR Report 2008:3  

Dyb, Evelyn, Marit K. Helgesen and Katja 
Haarslev Johannessen
The pathway to a permanent home: 
Evaluation of the national strategy to prevent 
and counteract homelessness 2005–2007 
NIBR Report 2008: 15

Falleth, Eva Irene, Gro Sandkjær Hanssen, 
Inger-Lise Saglie
Participation in urban planning in Norway 
NIBR Report 2008:37

Falleth, Eva Irene and Sissel Hovik
Lessons learned
– Review of four trials in local management 
NIBR Report 2008:11  

Falleth, Eva Irene, Sissel Hovik and Camilla 
Sandström, 
Blåfjella – Skjækerfjella/Låarte – Skæhkere 
Evaluation of an administrative trial of local 
management in a National Park
NIBR Report 2008:1  

Gundersen, Frants
The Borders as barriers for cooperation
A survey of contact across the Borders for 
Scandinavian Firms
NIBR Report 2008:33

Guttu, Jon, Eli Havnen and Gro Koppen
Grorud Valley housing stock survey 
A GIS-based overview 
NIBR Report 2008:7

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær, Martin A. Hanssen, 
Elin Kittelsen, Jan Erling Klausen and Marte 
Winsvold
Governance for Sustainability (G-FORS)
Norway National Report 
NIBR Report 2008:9 

Helgesen, Marit K., Hege Hofstad and Guri 
Mette Vestby
Local health policy
Municipal use of the web pages of the 
Norwegian Directorate for Health
NIBR Report 2008:28

Henningsen, Erik, Nora Gotaas and Marte 
Feiring
Connecting with youths at the margins of the 
welfare state
Professional practices, collaboration and 
documentation in outreach youth work
NIBR Report 2008:2  

Holm, Arne
The role of housing cooperatives in housing 
policy
With a special focus on newbuilt policy
NIBR Report 2008:23  

Holm-Hansen, Jørn 
Municipal Co-operation Between the Western 
Balkans and Norway
A review 
NIBR Report 2008:29 

Holm-Hansen, Jørn 
Municipal International Co-operation
Kristiansand (Norway) and Walvis Bay 
(Namibia) 
NIBR Report 2008:6   

Holm-Hansen, Jørn, Aadne Aasland and Elena 
Dybtsyna
Building Neighbourhood
Evaluation of the Barents Secretariat’s grant 
programme 
NIBR Report 2008:4

Hovik, Sissel and Inger Marie Stigen
Municipal organisation 2008
A report of the Ministry of Local Government 
and Regional Development’s organisation 
database
NIBR Report 2008:20  

Indset, Marthe and Sissel Hovik
Loyal adaptation or strategic participation?
Local government and the EEA agreement 
NIBR Report 2008:12  

Johannessen, Katja Haarslev
A life between the buildings
A qualitative study of homeless people’s 
everyday life
NIBR Report 2008:18 

Klausen, Jan Erling, Erik Nergaard and Elin 
Kittelsen
Holistic and long term concerns in welfare 
policy decisionmaking
NIBR Report 2008:27 

Lorentzen, Hilde and Marte Winsvold
E-initiative
An evaluation of a pilot scheme involving 
electronic inhabitant initiatives  
NIBR Report 2008:19  

Medby, Per and Stig Karlstad
Operating costs and tax base
The effect of expanding and contracting 
populations in the municipalities
NIBR Report 2008:36

Medby, Per and Stig Karlstad
Infrastructure and investing
Impact of population growth and decline in the 
municipalities
NIBR Report 2008:35

Medby, Per and Rolf Barlindhaug
Growth pains and the housing market −  
Centralisation and changes in regional prices 
NIBR Report 2008:34

Myrvold, Trine Monica, Marit K. Helgesen and 
Frode Berglund
Living conditions among the mentally ill
NIBR Report 2008:32  

Myrvold, Trine Monica
Mental health and psychiatric disorders
Openness, knowledge and attitudes
NIBR Report 2008:16

Myrvold, Trine Monica and Hilde Lorentzen
Local democracy in Longyearbyen
Involvement and participation in the 2007 local 
election
NIBR Report 2008:8  

Schmidt, Lene 
How d’you buy a home that only exists on 
paper? 
A study of buying homes by brochure
NIBR Report 2008:24

Stigen, Inger Marie, Tore Hansen, Marthe Indset 
and Trine Monica Myrvold
Evaluation of new procedures for appointing 
the municipal executive board 
NIBR Report 2008:10  

Stokke, Knut Bjørn, Frants Gundersen, Kjetil 
Sørlie and Erling Vindenes
Place and business development in Lovund
– from crisis to success
NIBR Report 2008:5  

Tesli, Arne 
Physical Planning and Institution Building
Lessons learned and Documentation of PPIB 
project in Palestine 
NIBR Report 2008:26  
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Vestby, Guri Mette and Marit Ekne Ruud
Attractive tourist destinations − good 
development and environment for young 
people?
Geilo and Hemsedal for local youth
NIBR Report 2008:17  

NIBR Working Papers 2008
Berglund, Frode and Erik Nergaard
Emission cuts and adaptive measures
Climate-related action by Norwegian 
municipalities 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:103  

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte and Hege Marie 
Edvardsen
Decentralising state activity
Evaluating the impact of decentralisation – 
ideas for evaluation guidelines
NIBR Working Paper 2008:114

Braathen, Einar and Agnes Ojera
Northern Uganda: Local Actors Preparing for 
Peace 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:117 

Guttu, Jon 
10 point checklist on outdoors residential 
quality in urban areas
NIBR Working Paper 2008:113

Hansen, Stig Jarle 
Independent Service Authority and Compact 
for Service Delivery in Fragile States and Post-
Conflict Settings 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:119

Harvold, Kjell A. and Terje Skjeggedal
In the right direction: 
Evaluation of large-scale road projects 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:107

Harvold, Kjell A., Lone Kristensen, Jørgen 
Primdahl and Ole Reiter
Low-density housing developments in 
Scandinavia
NIBR Working Paper 2008:104  

Haug, Marit 
Decentralization in Nepal - what are the 
alternatives? 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:116 

Johansen, Steinar 
Regional development – policy instruments
A strategic analysis of the Government’s 
budget item 551.60 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:110

Jones, Peris Sean and David Christoffer Lier
Review of the Centre for Property Rights and 
Development 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:122  

Knudtzon, Lillin Cathrine and Siri Nørve
Universal design in progress
An interim report on the evaluation of 
the government’s action plan to increase 
accessibility 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:108

Koppen, Gro and Knut Bjørn Stokke
Impact assessment of conservation in 
“Breheimen-Mørkridsdalen”
Theme: Local belonging and future 
management 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:106  

Schmidt, Lene 
Incentives to improve the standard of the 
outdoor environment in residential areas
Ideas for the Ministry of the Environment 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:111

Skjeggedal, Terje
Planning and community development 
competence in municipalities and counties 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:121 

Skjeggedal, Terje 
“European Urban Knowledge Network” 
– something for Norway? 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:112 

Skjeggedal Terje and Inger-Lise Saglie
A survey of planning and community 
development competence in municipalities and 
counties 
Phase 1: Previous surveys 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:105  

Sørlie, Kjetil 
Migration and livelihood in the first stage of 
adulthood
NIBR Working Paper 2008:120  

Sørlie, Kjetil and Bjørg Langset
Demographic prospects and out-migration in 
Nord-Troms 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:109  

Wiig, Henrik 
Promoting respect for the collective rights of 
the Q’eqchi’ population: An evaluation of AEPDI 
in El Estor, Guatemala 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:102

Willumsen, Berit (ed.)
NIBR summaries 2007 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:101

Aasland, Aadne and Marit Haug
Social Exclusion in Nepal
– stronger or weaker? 
NIBR Working Paper 2008:115

Joint Reports 2008

Egge, Marit, Bjørn Barland, Marit Ekne Ruud, 
Thomas Haaland
Juvenile Crime Prevention in Cities
A performance audit of five local authorities
Joint Report NIBR/Norwegian Police University 
College 2008

Nordahl, Berit, Rolf Barlindhaug, Marit Ekne Ruud
Market-based home building 
Local authorities link up with the construction 
sector in housing Hotspots
Joint Report NIBR/SINTEF Building and 
Infrastructure/NOVA 2007  

Stokke, Knut Bjørn, Ragnhild Skogheim, Erling 
Vindenes, Atle Omland, Margrete Skår
Planning and management of urban recreation 
areas in Kristiansand
Joint Report NIBR/NINA/NIKU 2008  

External   
Publications
Articles in journals with referee

Askim, Jostein and Gro Sandkjær Hanssen
«Councillors’ Receipt and Use of Citizen 
Input: Experience from Norwegian Local 
Government». Public Administration, 2008, 
86(2): 387-409

Benjaminsen, Lars and Evelyn Dyb
«The Effectiveness of Homeless Policies – 
Variations among the Scandinavian Countries». 
European Journal of Homelessness, 2008, 
2(December): 45-67 http://eohw.horus.be/code/
EN/pg.asp?Page=1122

Braathen, Einar and Siri Bjerkreim Hellevik
«Decentralisation, Peace Making, and 
Conflict Management: From Regionalism to 
Municipalism». Journal of Peace, Conflict 
& Development, 2008, Issue12 http://www.
peacestudiesjournal.org.uk/

Falleth, Eva Irene and Hege Hofstad
«Rural Response to Urban-biased Land Use 
Policy – New Bottom-up Planning Strategies 
in Norway». European Journal of Spatial 
Development, 2008, (30): 1-17 
http://www.nordregio.se/EJSD/refereed_no30.
pdf

Grødeland, Åse Berit
«Suspiciously supportive or suspiciously 
obstructive? The relationship between local 
government and NGOs in Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Serbia and Macedonia». International Journal 
of Public Administration, 2008, 31(8): 911-952

Grødeland, Åse Berit and Aadne Aasland
Informality and Informal Practices in East 
Central and South East Europe. Melbourne: 
Contemporary Europe Research Centre, 
University of Melbourne, 2008. (CERC Working 
Paper Series No 3/2007) 

Hansen, Stig Jarle
«Private Security & Local Politics in Somalia». 
Review of African Political Economy, 2008, 
25(118): 585-598

Hansen, Tore, Gro Sandkjær Hanssen og Inger 
Marie Stigen
«Det fragmenterte regionale styringssystemet 
– konsekvenser for samordning?» Norsk Stats-
vitenskapelig Tidsskrift, 2008, 24(3): 198-223 
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Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær
«E-communication – strenghtening the ties 
between councillors and citizens in Norwegian 
local government?», Scandinavian Political 
Studies, 2008, 31(3): 333-361 

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær, Inger Marie Stigen og 
Signy Irene Vabo
«Påvirkes politikernes representasjonsfunksjon 
av at informasjon om befolkningen 
digitaliseres? Erfaringer fra norske kommuner». 
Kommunal ekonomi och politik, 2008, 12(2): 
9-36 

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær og Marte Winsvold
«Hvilken betydning har internett? Om 
politisk inkludering av innbyggere med 
funksjonsnedsettelser». Tidsskrift for 
velferdsforskning, 2008, 11(3): 192-207 

Heløe, Leif Arne
«Tannhelsemeldingen og regioninndelingen – 
hva blir det til?» Den norske tannlegeforenings 
tidende, 2008, 118(3): 182-183

Klausen, Jan Erling
«London’s warming: adapting to climate 
change». Urban Research & Practice, 2008, 1(2): 
210-213

Ødegård, Guro and Frode Berglund
«Opposition and Integration in Norwegian 
Youth Networks: The Significance of Social 
and Political Resources, 1992-2002». Acta 
Sociologica, 2008, 51(4): 275-291 

Ødegård, Guro and Frode Berglund
«Political participation in late modernity among 
Norwegian youth: An individual choice or a 
statement of social class». Journal of Youth 
Studies, 2008, 11(6): 593-610 

Scientific articles in anthologies

Berglund, Frode, Øyvin Kleven and Kristen 
Ringdal
«Political Activism», in Heikki Ervasti et al. 
(eds.): Nordic Social Attitudes in a European 
Perspective. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 2008

Grødeland, Åse Berit
«Informal Practice, Cultural Capital and Politics 
in the Czech Republic, Slovenia, Bulgaria 
and Romania», in John Pickles (ed.): State 
and Society in Post-Socialist Economies. 
Basingstoke/New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2008, s. 229-252 

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær og Signy Irene Vabo
«Styringsutfordringer i lokaldemokratiet – økte 
utfordringer med digitalisering?», i Eli Skogerbø 
og Gunn Enli (red.): Digitale dilemmaer: Nye 
medieformer, nye utfordringer. Oslo: Gyldendal 
Akademisk, 2008

Hovik, Sissel
«Governance networks promoting rural 
sustainable development in Norway», in Susan 
Baker and Katarina Eckerberg (eds.): In Pursuit 
of Sustainable Development. New governance 
practices at the sub-national level in Europe. 
London: Routledge, 2008, s. 169-189

Jones, Peris Sean
«Universal Rights», in Vandana Desai and 
Robert Potter (eds.): The Companion to 
Development Studies, 2nd ed. London: Hodder 
Arnold, 2008 

Jones, Peris Sean and Kjersti Koffeld
«Governance Matters for AIDS: But what about 
the politics? Lessons from South Africa and 
Uganda», in Maj-Lis Foller and Håkan Thörn 
(eds.): The Politics of AIDS. Globalization, the 
State and Civil Society. Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2008

Scientific monographs

Skogheim, Ragnhild
Mellom kunsten og kundene: arkitekters 
yrkessosialisering og profesjonelle praksis. 
Oslo: Unipub, 2008. (Doktoravhandlinger 
forsvart ved Det samfunnsvitenskapelige 
fakultet, Universitetet i Oslo; No. 120)

Professional books and 
textbooks
Braathen, Einar
Decentralization and Poverty Reduction: A 
review of the linkage in Tanzania and the 
international literature: part 2. Oslo: Norad, 
2008. (Norad Report 22B) 

Ramsdal, Helge, Gunnar Vold Hansen, Marit 
Helgesen and Marte Feiring
The social and cognitive mapping of policy: 
Mental Health in Norway: Actors, Organisation 
and Knowledge. Louvain-la-Neuve: Know and 
Pol/EU, 2008. (Orientation 1, Final Report WP6)
http://www.knowandpol.eu/fileadmin/KaP/
content/Scientific_reports/Orientation1/
O1_Final_Report_Norway_health.pdf

Sandström, Camilla, Sissel Hovik och Eva Irene 
Falleth (red.)
 Omstridd natur: Trender och utmaningar i 
nordisk naturförvaltning. Umeå: Boréa, 2008 

Schmidt, Lene
Fortett med vett: Eksempler fra fire norske 
byer. Bergen/Oslo: Husbanken i Bergen, 
Miljøverndepartementet og NIBR, 2008

Chapters or articles in 
textbooks, conference reports 
and academic journals

Brevik, Ivar
«Med arbeidsmoralisme i retorisk kamp mot 
fattigdom». Fontene, 2008, (1): 46-47

Brevik, Ivar
«Der tida står stille: Eldreomsorgen i Oslo i 
kritisk lys». Aldring og livsløp, 2008, 25(3): 22-26

Dyb, Evelyn, Isobel Anderson and Joseph 
Finnerty
«Homelessness Policy and Housing Options 
in three European Countries: Ireland, 
Scotland and Norway», in Dáithi Downey (ed.): 
Perspectives on Irish Homelessness past, 
present and future. Dublin: Homeless Agency, 
2008

Foss, Olaf
«Hva er «territorial cohesion»?» Regionale 
trender, 2008, (1): 5-7 

Foss, Olaf og Dag Juvkam
«Informasjon om ESPON, European observation 
network for territorial development and 
cohesion». Regionale trender, 2008, (1): 54-64 

Hansen, Stig Jarle
«Misspent Youth, Somalia’s Shabab 
insurgents». Jane’s Intelligence Review, 2008, 
20(10)

Hansen, Stig Jarle
«Moderen Piracy as a Subject of Academic 
Enquiry». International Relations, 2008, (2): 12 
http://www.e-ir.info/?p=593

Hansen, Tore
«På vei mot en norsk regionreform», i Lennart 
Nilsson og Susanne Johansson (red.): Regionen 
och flernivådemokratin. Göteborg: SOM-
institutet, Göteborgs Universitet, 2008, s. 
241-252

Harvold, Kjell og Terje Skjeggedal
«Vanskelig rollefordeling mellom kommune og 
vegvesen: planlegging av veg i by». Samferdsel, 
2008, 47(9): 10-11

Hovik, Sissel og Eva Irene Falleth
«Lokal forvaltning av store verneområder. 
Erfaringer fra fire forsøk». Utmark, 2008, (1) 
www.utmark.org

Hovik, Sissel og Eva Irene Falleth
«Lokal forvaltning av Setesdal Vesthei-
Ryfylkeheiane landskapsvernområde». Utmark, 
2008, (1) www.utmark.org

Hovik, Sissel og Eva Irene Falleth
«Samarbeid om utvikling av naturbasert 
reiseliv i fjellregioner». Utmark, 2008, (1)  
www.utmark.org
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Hovik, Sissel, Eva Irene Falleth och Inger-Lise 
Saglie
«Samförvaltning av fjällområden i Norge», i 
Camilla Sandström, Sissel Hovik och Eva Irene 
Falleth (red.): Omstridd natur. Umeå: Boréa, 
2008

Hovik, Sissel, Eva Irene Falleth og Camilla 
Sandström
«Lokal forvaltning av Blåfjella-Skjækerfjella/
Låarte-Skahkere nasjonalpark». Utmark, 2008, 
(1) www.utmark.org

Hovik, Sissel, Eva Irene Falleth og Camilla 
Sandström
«Komplekse interesser og lokalt naturvern». 
Utmark, 2008, (1) www.utmark.org

Hovik, Sissel och Camilla Sandström
«Trender och utmaningar i nordisk 
naturförvaltning», i Camilla Sandström, Sissel 
Hovik och Eva Irene Falleth (red.): Omstridd 
natur. Umeå: Boréa, 2008

Hovik, Sissel, Camilla Sandström och Eva Irene 
Falleth
«Omstridd natur», i Camilla Sandström, Sissel 
Hovik och Eva Irene Falleth (red.): Omstridd 
natur. Umeå: Boréa, 2008 

Klausen, Jan Erling
«Nye fremtider i regionene». Plan, 2008,  
(5): 29-33

Kleven, Terje
«Viktig melding! Hør på Aksel Hagen om 
planlegging som teori og praksis». Plan, 2008, 
(4): 58-61

Langeland, Ove
«Finansiering av innovasjon: 
Kunnskapsbedrifter og innovasjonsbarrierer», 
i Arne Isaksen, Asbjørn Karlsen og Bjørnar 
Sæther (red.): Innovasjoner i norske næringer. 
Bergen: Fagbokforlaget, 2008 

Onsager, Knut
«Kunnskapsnæringer, innovasjon og regional 
utvikling i Norge». Regionale trender, 2008, (1): 
29-42 

Onsager, Knut og Stig Erik Jakobsen
«Innovasjonspolitikk for regional 
næringsutvikling», i Arne Isaksen, Asbjørn 
Karlsen og Bjørnar Sæther (red.): Innovasjoner i 
norske næringer. Bergen: Fagbokforlaget, 2008 

Orderud, Geir
«Study on Migration and Regional Economic 
Classification: Taking Inner Mongolia as an 
Example», in Dewen Wang (ed.): China Labor 
Economics, 2007, 120-138

Saglie, Inger-Lise
«Omsorgens arkitektur», i Svein Olav Daatland 
(red.): Halve livet: Artikler om aldring og livsløp. 
Bergen: Fagbokforlaget, 2008 

Skjeggedal, Terje
«Orört och konfliktfylt i norsk 
naturförvaltning», i Camilla Ssandström, Sissel 
Hovik och Eva Irene Falleth (red.): Omstridd 
natur. Umeå: Boréa, 2008 

Stokke, Knut Bjørn
«Hvorfor fortsetter nedbyggingen av bynær 
strandsone?». Utmark, 2008, (2) www.utmark.
org

Stokke, Knut Bjørn
«Bruk av bynær utmark». Utmark, 2008, (2) 
www.utmark.org

Stokke, Knut Bjørn
«Hvem tar ansvar for friluftslivet i lokal 
planlegging og forvaltning?». Utmark, 2008, (2) 
www.utmark.org

Tjerbo, Trond og Terje P. Hagen
«La reforma del sector hospitalario noruego 
y los elusivos compromisos de disciplina 
presupuestaria». Panorama Social, 2008(7): 
21-35

Winsvold, Marte
«Nettet som debattarena», i Gunn Enli og 
Eli Skogerbø (red.): Digitale dilemmaer: Nye 
medieformer, nye utfordringer. Oslo: Gyldendal 
Akademisk, 2008

Aasland, Aadne
«Assessing the Northern Dimension 
Partnership in Public Health and Social 
Well-being», in Pami Alto, Helge Blakkisrud 
and Hanna Smith (eds.): The New Northern 
Dimension of the European Neighbourhood. 
Brussels: The Centre for European Policy 
Studies (CEPS), 2008

Feature articles and reviews in 
journals and newspapers

Arnesen, T., K. Overvåg og Terje Skjeggedal
«Hjemme» mer enn ett sted. Aftenposten Aften, 
23.12.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte og Steinar Johansen
Bokanmeldelse: Post-Democracy, av Colin 
Crouch. Regionale trender, 2008, (1): 65-67 

Brevik, Ivar
Arbeidsmoralisme mot fattigdom. LO-Aktuelt, 
2008, (4)

Braathen, Einar
Alternative oljefond (debatt/kultursidene). 
Dagbladet, 16.1.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
Deltaker i debatt om vanskeligstilte og 
leiemarkedet. TV2 Nyhetskanalen, 6.11.2008

Dyb, Evelyn og Katja Johannessen
Bostedsløs med tak over hodet (kronikk). 
Aftenposten Aften, 26.11.2008

Guttu, Jon og Lene Schmidt m.fl.
Boligkvalitet på retur. Aftenposten Aften, 
2.12.2008

Harvold, Kjell
Unge foretrekker byen (kronikk). Aftenposten, 
13.9.2008

Heløe, Leif Arne
Kommentarartikler og kronikker i Harstad 
Tidende-gruppen:
Kommer sjømaten i vanry? (Om hygienisk 
kontroll med sjømaten), 8.2.2008
Streiketrussel for tidligpensjon (Om striden om 
pensjonsreformen), 25.3.2008
Tagging – et nytt samfunnsproblem? 2.4.2008
Folkehelsen før og nå, 2.7.2008
Farvel til velferdsstaten? (Med vekt på 
eldreomsorgen), 16.7.2008
HiH – fra idé til realitet (Om oppstarten og 
utviklingen av Høgskolen i Harstad), 20.9.2008
Velferdssamfunnet til debatt (Høgskolen i 
Harstads 25-års jubileum), 22.9.2008
Å legge liv til årene (Om skadeforebyggende 
arbeid blant eldre), 14.10.2008
Nedgangstider også for folkeskikken? (Om 
holdningsendringer i forhold til sosialt 
samvær), 13.11.2008
Munnkurv for offentlig ansatte? (Om 
ytringsfriheten til statlige tjenestemenn), 
11.12.2008
Kommunal ytringsfrihet, uttalerett og lojalitet 
(Om regler og praksis i kommunesektoren), 
19.12.2008
Finanskrisen og Harstad (Dagens situasjon 
sammenliknet med situasjonen etter krakket i 
1929), 23.12.2008

Holm-Hansen, Jørn og Aadne Aasland
Bistandsepoken er slutt (kronikk). Dagsavisen, 
15.4.2008

Hovik, Sissel og Marthe Indset
Norske kommuner og EØS (kronikk). Nationen 
9.10.2008

Johannessen, Katja
Bostedsløs i det offentlige rom.  
www.forskning.no 3.7.2008

Langeland, Ove
Bokanmeldelse av: Kunnskap, næringsutvikling 
og innovasjonspolitikk / Olav R. Spilling (red.). 
Tidsskrift for samfunnsforskning, 2008, 49(1): 
134-139 

Skogheim, Ragnhild
Innflyttere er så mangt (kronikk). Aftenposten, 
13.8.2008
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Conferences 2008
Papers from international and 
national conferences
Barlindhaug, Rolf og Kim Astrup
«Promoting homeownership through targeted 
demand-side means: the Norwegian case», 
presentert på konferansen Shrinking Cities, 
Sprawling Suburbs, Changing Countrysides, 
arrangert av European Network for Housing 
Research/University College Dublin, School 
of Applied Social Science and The Centre for 
Housing Research, Dublin, Irland 6.-9.7.2008

Barlindhaug, Rolf og Kim Astrup
«Promoting homeownership through targeted 
demand-side means: the Norwegian case», 
presentert på European Network for Housing 
Research Working Group – Home Ownership 
and Globalisation Building on Home Ownership: 
Housing Policies and Social Strategies, 
arrangert av OTB Research Institute for 
Housing, Urban and Mobility Studies, Delft 
University of Technology, Delft, Nederland 13.-
14.11.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte og Steinar Johansen 
«The northernmost periphery of Europe: 
economic development in Longyearbyen», 
presentert på ERSA Congress 2008: Culture, 
cohesion and competitiveness: Regional 
perspectives, arrangert av European Regional 
Science Association, Liverpool, England 27.-
31.8.2008

Braathen, Einar
«Democratic redesign? Decentralization 
reforms in Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia», 
presentert på CEAN Cinquantenaire – Penser 
la Republique, arrangert av Centre d»Études 
d»Afrique Noire, Bourdeaux, Frankrike 3.-
5.9.2008 

Dyb, Evelyn og Katja Johannessen
«Criminalizing of homeless people, risk profiles 
and the role of homeless service provision», 
presentert på konferansen Shrinking Cities, 
Sprawling Suburbs, Changing Countrysides, 
arrangert av European Network for Housing 
Research/University College Dublin, School 
of Applied Social Science and The Centre for 
Housing Research, Dublin, Irland 6.-9.7.2008

Feiring, Marte, Erik Henningsen og Nora Gotaas
«Presentation of an evaluation of detached 
and outreach youth work in four different 
Norwegian municipalities», presentert på 
konferansen Perspectives on Outreach Work, 
arrangert av Sosial- og helsedirektoratet, Oslo 
22.-24.4.2008

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær og Eva Irene Falleth
«The role of civil society in neo-liberal 
planning», presentert på konferansen Learning 
Cities in a Knowledge-based Global Society, 
arrangert av Politecnico di Milano og European 
Urban Research Association, Milano, Italia 9.-
11.10.2008

Harvold, Kjell
«Regional and Local Planning in Scandinavia», 
presentert på ACSP-AESOP Fourth Joint 
Congress, arrangert av The Association 
of Collegiate Schools of Planning and the 
Association of European Schools of Planning, 
Chicago, USA 6.-11.7.2008

Hofstad, Hege
«Planning as a tool for environmental health 
governance?», presentert på Doing Planning 
Research, PhD workshop, arrangert av 
Association of European Schools of Planning 
og Universitetet for miljø- og biovitenskap, 
Hindsæther 15.-18.6.2008 

Hovik, Sissel
«New governance arrangements and 
institutional trust. Stakeholder confidence in 
nature management in Norway», presentert på 
NOPSA, Nordisk statsvitenskapelig konferanse, 
Workshop: Green politics, institutions and 
bureaucracy, arrangert av Universitetet i 
Tromsø, Tromsø 6.-9.8.2008

Klausen, Jan Erling og Ove Langeland
«Urban adaptation: A matter of knowledge 
and governance», presentert på konferansen 
Learning Citites in a Knowledge-based Society, 
arrangert av Politecnico di Milano og European 
Urban Research Association, Milano, Italia, 9.-
11.10.2008

Langeland, Ove
«Barriers to innovation: High risk and large 
policy challenges», presentert på Regions: The 
Dilemmas of Integration and Competition? 
Annual international conference arrangert av 
Regional Studies Association, Praha, Tsjekkia 
27.-29.5.2008

Lier, David Christoffer og Neil M. Coe
«Re-embedding labour agency», presentert 
på konferansen Theoretical approaches in 
labour geographies, arrangert av Department of 
Sociology and Human Geography, University of 
Oslo and the IGU Commission on the Dynamics 
of Economic Spaces, Oslo 14.-15.5.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Efficiency and quality in provision of public 
services at municipal level in Norway», 
presentert på konferansen Equalization of 
Rural-Urban Basic Public Services and New 
Rural Construction, arrangert av China Institute 
for Reform and Development, Haikou, Kina 6.-
7-12.2008

Onsager, Knut og Arne Isaksen
“Regions, networks and innovative 
performance: the case of knowledge intensive 
industries in Norway”, presentert på Regions: 
The Dilemmas of Integration and Competition? 
Annual international conference arrangert av 
Regional Studies Association, Praha, Tsjekkia 
27.-29.5.2008

Saglie, Inger-Lise
«Private influence preceding public 
involvement: strategies of legitimizing 
preliminary partnership arrangements in urban 
housing planning in Norway and Finland», 
presentert på Nordic Urban and Housing 
Research seminar: Towards Sustainability in 
Urban Transformation, Governance Cultures, 
and Housing Policies, arrangert av Centre for 
Urban and Regional Studies, Helsinki University 
of Technology, Espoo, Finland 21.-23.9.2008

Skogheim, Ragnhild og Knut Bjørn Stokke
«Coastal landscape and cultural environments: 
Different discourses, interests and positions», 
presentert på konferansen People and 
Place: Linking Culture and Nature: the 14th 
International Symposium on Society and 
Resource Management (ISSRM), University of 
Vermont, Burlington, USA 10.-14.6.2008

Skogheim, Ragnhild
«Arkitekter mellom kunst og marked», 
presentert på konferansen Hybride 
organisasjoner, arrangert av Institutt for 
sosiologi og samfunnsgeografi, Universitetet i 
Oslo, Oslo 10.-12.12.2008

Stokke, Knut Bjørn og Margrete Skår
«Urban recreation areas and local management 
– who takes responsibility?», presentert på 
konferansen People and Place: Linking Culture 
and Nature: the 14th International Symposium 
on Society and Resource Management (ISSRM), 
University of Vermont, Burlington, USA 10.-
14.6.2008

Stokke, Knut Bjørn, Ragnhild Skogheim og 
Margrete Skår
«The public right of access in the coastal zone: 
A study of local planning and management 
in two urban municipalities in Norway», 
presentert på konferansen People and 
Place: Linking Culture and Nature: the 14th 
International Symposium on Society and 
Resource Management (ISSRM), University of 
Vermont, Burlington, USA 10.-14.6.2008

Stokke, Knut Bjørn
«Coastal zone planning and aquaculture in 
local development in Norway», presentert 
på International conference on aquaculture: 
A coherent appraoch to sustainable 
development, arrangert av EU – European 
Economic and Social Committee, Brussel 10.-
11.9.2008
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Søholt, Susanne
«Immigrants and housing: Common strategies, 
best practices and new directions», presentert 
på konferansen Metropolis, arrangert av 
Metropolis International, Bonn, Tyskland, 26.-
31.10.2008

Tesli, Arne
«The legal basis and impact assessment 
regulations in Norway», presentert på 
konferansen The Art and Science of Impact 
Assessment arrangert av International 
Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA), The 
Oil for Development Program, Perth, Australia 
4.5.2008

Tesli, Arne
«Decentralized Management of EIA and 
Quality Control», presentert på konferansen 
The Art and Science of Impact Assessment 
arrangert av International Association for 
Impact Assessment (IAIA). Concurrent Session: 
Dimensions of IA Effectiveness, Perth, Australia 
8.5.2008

Tesli, Arne
«Social Impacts of Upstream Petroelum 
Activities», presentert på konferansen 
Petroleum exploration and environmental 
challenges in Zambia, arrangert av Geological 
Survey Department of Zambia i samarbeid med 
Petrad, Norway, Lusaka, Zambia 27.-29.8.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Stedsutvikling for folkehelse – trivsel, 
trygghet og tilhørighet», presentert på 
konferansen Hvorfor fellesskap?, arrangert av 
Folkehelseforeningen, Stavanger 27.3.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Health promotion, place attractiveness and 
place promotion», presentert på konferansen 
People and Place: Linking Culture and Nature: 
the 14th International Symposium on Society 
and Resource Management (ISSRM), University 
of Vermont, Burlington, USA 10.-14.6.2008

Lectures and papers on other 
national and international 
conferences and seminars

Aasland, Aadne
«The Governance of HIV/AIDS prevention in 
North West Russia», presentert på meeting 
of the Barents HIV/AIDS expert group, Oslo 
11.3.2008

Aasland, Aadne
«Northern Dimension Health and Social Well-
being Partnership Assessed», presentert på 
konferansen The New Northern Dimension, 
arrangert av the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
of Norway and Finland, Norwegian University 
Centre, St. Petersburg, Russland 17.1.2008

Aasland, Aadne
«Health and social well being partnership 
of Northern Dimension: Putting words into 
practice», presentert på The New Northern 
Dimension: From Regional Cooperation 
to High Politics, arrangert av Finlands 
utenriksdepartement, Helsinki 2.6.2008

Barlindhaug, Rolf
«Samspillet mellom bostøtte, boligtilskudd og 
startlån», presentert på formidlingsseminar 
arrangert av Husbanken, Drammen 6.5.2008

Barlindhaug, Rolf
«Er dagens Husbankvirkemidler velegnet 
for kommunenes arbeid for å bosette 
vanskeligstilte?», presentert på Boligsosial 
forvaltning – bærekraftige bomiljø med 
trivsel og sikkerhet, arrangert av Norsk 
kommunalteknisk forening (NKF), Trondheim 
24.10.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte og Steinar Johansen
«Samfunns- og næringsanalysen 2007», 
presentert på lokalt statistikkforum, arrangert 
av Longyearbyen lokalstyre, Longyearbyen 
28.1.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte
«Norske reformer I: Regionalisering i Norge: 
Idéer, konsekvenser og konflikter», presentert 
på Pandagruppens fagseminar: Regional 
utvikling og regionale strategier i Norge og 
Europa, Gardermoen Rica hotell 21.-22.2.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte
«Innspill til forvaltningsrevisjon rettet mot 
jordbruket og Stortingets målsettinger 
for sektoren», presentert i faglig 
diskusjonsgruppe/revisjon av Landbruks- 
og matdepartementet, arrangert av 
Riksrevisjonen, Oslo 23.5.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte og Steinar Johansen
«Samfunns- og næringsanalysen 2008», 
presentert på lokalt statistikkforum, arrangert 
av Longyearbyen lokalstyre, Longyearbyen 
2.10.2008

Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte
«Landbrukets rolle i regional- og 
distriktspolitikken», presentert på faglig 
lunsjseminar, arrangert av Landbruks- og 
matdepartementet, Oslo 11.11.2008

Braathen, Einar
«Strengths and weaknesses of the 
«Norwegian/Nordic model» – a 
comparative perspective and the question 
of transferabillity», presentert på 
konferansen International Guidelines on 
Decentralization, arrangert av Kommunal- og 
regionaldepartementet og UN-Habitat, Oslo 
9.6.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Slik vil eldre bo», presentert på åpent seminar 
om sosial boligbygging, arrangert av Venstres 
stortingsgruppe, Oslo 15.1.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Om bo- og tjenestetilbudet til 
utviklingshemmede», presentert på årsmøte 
i Akershus fylkeslag av Norsk forbund for 
psykisk utviklingshemmede, Ski 8.3.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Omsorg for psykisk utviklingshemmede, 
yngre funksjonshemmede og eldre. 
Paradigmeskifte for organisasjonene – nye krav 
til profesjonene», presentert på konferansen 
Omsorg 2008 – mestring, mulighet og mening, 
Trondheim 10.-12.3.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Slik vil eldre bo», presentert på konferanse 
om universell utforming for pilotkommuner, 
arrangert av Miljøverndepartementet, 
Gardermoen 14.4.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Om universell utforming og seniorenes 
boligpreferanser», presentert på Gjøvik 
og Vestre Totens konferanse om universell 
utforming, Gjøvik 22.9.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Bo- og tjenestetilbud for utviklingshemmede 
10 år etter HVPU- reformen, presentert på 
konferansen Velferdssamfunnet – ser vi 
mulighetene? Arrangert av Høgskolen i Harstad 
i forbindelse med høgskolens 25 års jubileum, 
Harstad 23.9.2008

Brevik, Ivar
«Velferdsstaten for fanger», presentert på møte 
om Kriminalomsorgsmeldingen: Straff som 
virker – mindre kriminalitet – tryggere samfunn 
(St.meld.nr. 37(2007-2008), Domus Nova, Oslo 
27.11.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
Kommentarer til og innledninger/innlegg og 
paneldeltaker med innlegg på KROM, Norsk 
organisasjon for kriminalreforms årlige 
seminar, Spåtind 10.-13.1.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
«Betingelser og muligheter for å få bolig 
etter løslatelse fra fengsel», presentert på 
kriminalpolitisk seminar, arrangert av Institutt 
for kriminologi og rettssosiologi, Universitetet i 
Oslo, Oslo 30.1.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
«Løslatt og hjemløs», presentert på 
Fagkonferanse i Boligbygg, arrangert av Oslo 
kommune, Boligbygg, Oslo 27.3.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
«Strategier mot bostedsløshet – fra 
government til governance?», presentert 
på Arendalskonferansen, arrangert av 
Kommunenes Sentralforbund og Husbanken 
region sør, Arendal 4.6.2008
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Dyb, Evelyn
«The present situation of surveys on 
homelessness», presentert på MPHASIS – 
National meeting for Norway, arrangert av 
Husbanken strategikontor og University of 
Dundee, Oslo 13.6.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
«Studenter – vanskeligstilte på 
boligmarkedet?», presentert på seminar på 
Stortinget om studentboliger, arrangert av 
Venstres stortingsgruppe, Oslo 8.8.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
«Vanskeligstilte på boligmarkedet», presentert 
på seminar i SVs bystyregruppe i Oslo, Oslo 
25.8.2008

Dyb, Evelyn
«På vei til egen bolig», presentasjon av 
evalueringen «På vei til egen bolig» for fem 
departement og underliggende etater, arrangert 
av Kommunal- og regionaldepartementet, Oslo 
11.12.2008

Feiring, Marte
«Kartlegging av organisering av partnerskap 
på nasjonalt nivå», presentert på konferansen 
Partnerskap for karriereveiledning, arrangert av 
Karriere Akershus og Utdanningsdirektoratet, 
Oslo 22.-23.1.2008

Feiring, Marte
«Evaluering av regionale partnerskap i 
Nordland», presentert på konferansen 
Partnerskap for karriereveiledning, arrangert av 
Karriere Akershus og Utdanningsdirektoratet, 
Oslo 22.-23.1.2008

Gotaas, Nora
«Profesjonalisering og forebygging i 
oppsøkende ungdomsarbeid», presentert 
på nasjonalt forskerseminar innen 
rusmiddelforskning, arrangert av FHI, SIRUS, 
SERAF, KOFOR, Vettre, Asker 27.-28.11.2008

Gundersen, Frants
«Et indikatorsystem for midlene over kap 551 
post 60», presentert på fagseminar om Post 
60: Evaluering og utvikling av effektindikatorer, 
arrangert av Oxford Research og Kommunal- og 
regionaldepartementet, Nannestad 6.6.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Fortett med vett», møteleder på Faglig forum, 
arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 30.1.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Boligmassen i Groruddalen, resultater av 
en kartlegging», presentert på Husbankens 
frokostmøte, Oslo 13.3.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Fortetting i norske byer», presentert på 
fylkesplanseminaret Fylkesplanens mål og 
strategier, arrangert av Østfold fylkeskommune, 
Fredrikstad 21.4.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Fortetting i eksisterende boligområder», 
presentert på interkommunalt 
byggesaksseminar, arrangert av Sola kommune, 
Sola 23.4.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Fra koop til kapital», presentert på TAB-
konferansen 2008: Har Oslo en boligpolitikk?, 
arrangert av Oslo kommune med flere, Oslo 
22.5.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Fortett med vett», presentert på seminar 
om byromskvaliteter, arrangert av Husbanken 
region vest, Bergen 3.6.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Uterom i tett by – «fortett med vett»», 
presentert på Norske Landskapsarkitekters 
forenings høstkonferanse, Drammen 18.9.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Fra Pipervika til Bjørvika – hva har vi lært?», 
presentert på Vi baker byen, arrangert av Norsk 
Form / Forskningsdagene, Oslo 26.9.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Utearealsnormer som tar vare på barn og unge 
i tettet bystrukturer», presentert på seminaret 
Uteareal og leilighetsstørrelser i boligområder, 
med fokus på den tette byen, arrangert av Oslo 
Bolig- og byplanforening, Oslo 14.10.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Hvordan utforme gode utomhusområder 
og fellesareal i boområder?», presentert på 
seminar om boligsosial forvaltning, arrangert 
av NKF med flere, Trondheim 24.10.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Kvalitet i nye boligområder», presentert 
på plankonferanse i Bodø, arrangert av 
Fylkesmannen i Nordland, Bodø 27.10.2008

Guttu, Jon
«Boligkvalitet i den tette byen», presentert 
på boligseminar, arrangert av Husbanken, 
Drammen 7.11.2008

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær og Eva Irene Falleth
«Medvirkning og deltakelse i 
reguleringsplaner», presentert på Faglig 
forum: Gir medvirkning fra lokalsamfunnet 
mer effektiv og demokratisk byplanlegging?, 
arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 7.10.2008

Harvold, Kjell
«Regionale utviklingstrekk med betydning for 
Smøla», presentert på konferansen NATURE 
2020+, arrangert av Norsk institutt for 
naturforskning, Smøla 15.5.2008

Harvold, Kjell
«Housing in Rural Areas – A Scandinavian 
Perspective», presentert på Perspektiven 
der Wohnungsmärkte im ländlichen Raum, 
arrangert av North Rhine-Westphalia, 
Technische Universität, Dortmund/IRPUD, 
Wuppertal, Tyskland 24.9.2008

Haug, Marit
«Towards Social Inclusion in Nepal?», 
presentert for Norad, Oslo 17.11.2008

Helgesen, Marit Kristine
«Folkehelse i kommunene», presentert på 
seminaret Folkehelse: Hva betyr planlegging og 
landskap?, arrangert av NIBR og Universitetet 
for miljø- og biovitenskap, Oslo 24.4.2008

Helgesen, Marit Kristine
«Organisering – kommunalt psykisk 
helsearbeid etter Opptrappingsplanen», 
presentert på Know and pol end user 
conference, arrangert av Høgskolen i Østfold, 
17.11.2008

Heløe, Leif Arne
«Høgskolen som aktør i helsearbeidet», 
jubileumsforedrag ved 25 års jubileet til 
Høgskolen i Harstad, Harstad 19.9.2008

Heløe, Leif Arne
«Innledning og oppsummerende avslutning på 
regionkonferansen «Trygg og tilgjengelig» (om 
helsefremmende og skadeforebyggende arbeid 
i kommunene), Harstad 13.-14.10.2008

Hofstad, Hege
«Miljø og folkehelse», presentert på seminaret 
Folkehelse: Hva betyr planlegging og landskap?, 
arrangert av NIBR og Universitetet for miljø- og 
biovitenskap, Oslo 24.4.2008

Hofstad, Hege
«Ny PBL og samfunnsdelen, eksempelet 
folkehelse». Presentasjon av foreløpige 
resultater fra survey om folkehelsearbeid og 
planlegging på konferansen Ny plandel av plan- 
og bygningsloven, hva er nytt?, arrangert av 
TEKNA, Oslo 5.6.2008

Hofstad, Hege
«Folkehelse, kommunal planlegging og 
friluftsliv», presentert på samarbeidsmøte 
om norsk friluftslivsforskning, arrangert av 
Nettverk for friluftsforskning i Norge, Oslo 
26.11.2008

Hovik, Sissel og Eva Irene Falleth
«Erfaringer med lokal forvaltning i Setesdal 
Vesthei-Ryfylkeheiane», presentert på 
avslutningskonferanse for forsøk med lokal 
forvaltning av store verneområder, arrangert 
av Direktoratet for naturforvaltning, Trondheim 
15.4.2008

Hovik, Sissel og Eva Irene Falleth
«Lokal forvaltning av store verneområder. 
Erfaringer fra fire forsøk», presentert på 
avslutningskonferanse for forsøk med lokal 
forvaltning av store verneområder, arrangert 
av Direktoratet for naturforvaltning, Trondheim 
16.4.2008

Hovik, Sissel og Marthe Indset
«Lojal iverksetting eller målrettet medvirkning? 
Om kommunesektoren og EØS-avtalen», 
presentert på møte i KS» hovedstyre, Oslo 
21.8.2008
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Hovik, Sissel
«Kvalitetskommuneprogrammet – 
modell for offentlig utviklings- og 
fornyelsesarbeid?», presentert på Unio»s 
kvalitetskommuneprogram-samling, 27.11.2008

Johannessen, Katja
«Et liv mellom bygningene. En kvalitativ studie 
av bostedsløse personers hverdag», presentert 
for Oslo kommune, Helse- og velferdsetaten, 
Oslo 6.11.2008

Johannessen, Katja
«Resultater av evalueringen På vei 
til egen bolig», presentert for fem 
departementer, arrangert av Kommunal- og 
arbeidsdepartementet, Oslo 11.12.2008

Johansen, Steinar
«Samfunns- og næringsanalysen for Svalbard 
2007», presentert på møte i Polarutvalget, 
arrangert av Justisdepartementets 
polaravdeling, Oslo 13.2.2008

Johansen, Steinar
«Sentraliseringens pris», presentert på 
fagseminer om sentraliseringens pris, 
arrangert av NIBR og Kommunal- og 
arbeidsdepartementet, Oslo 27.2.2008

Johansen, Steinar
«Sentraliseringens pris», presentert på 
Sommer-Melbu (Melbu-dagene), arrangert av 
Nordland akademi, Melbu 2.-4.7.2008

Johansen, Steinar
«Strategisk analyse av 551.60», presentert på 
referansegruppemøte, Gardermoen 18.9.2008

Johansen, Steinar og Frants Gundersen
«Virkninger for bedriftene», presentert 
på fagseminar om sentraliseringens 
pris, arrangert av NIBR og Kommunal- og 
regionaldepartementet, Gardermoen 1.-
2.10.2008

Johansen, Steinar
«Finnes det en «sentraliseringens pris», 
og hvilket fortegn har den? Betydningen 
av sentraliseringstempoet for prisen», 
presentert på fagseminar om sentraliseringens 
pris, arrangert av NIBR og Kommunal- og 
regionaldepartementet, Gardermoen 1.-
2.10.2008
 
Johansen, Steinar
«Kulldriftens betydning for Longyearbyen», 
presentert for Polarutvalget, Oslo 12.10.2008

Johansen, Steinar
«Strategisk analyse av 551.60», presentert på 
Fagseminar 551.60, arrangert av Kommunal- og 
regionaldepartementet og Oxford Research, 
Oslo 11.12.2008

Klausen, Jan Erling, Ove Langeland og Erik 
Nergaard
«Foresight for Regional Planning and 
Sustainable Development»(poster), presentert 
på Third International Conference on Future-
Oriented Technology Analysis: Impacts and 
implications for policy and decision-making, 
arrangert av European Commission Joint 
Research Centre – Institute for Prospective 
Technological Studies, Sevilla 16.-17.10.2008

Langeland, Ove
«Strategisk næringsanalyse», presentert på 
konferanse om strategisk næringsanalyse 
for Østfold, arrangert av VRI-Østfold og 
Østfoldforskning, Fredrikstad 29.1.2008

Langeland, Ove
«Hvorfor vekst og nyskaping hoper seg opp 
i storbyene», presentert på konferanse om 
byutvikling, arrangert av Foreningen Norden, 
17.4.2008

Lund-Iversen, Martin
«Konsekvensutredninger av planer», presentert 
på PBL-seminar, arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 
25.9.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Evaluering av Storbysatsingen – noen 
betraktninger underveis», presentert på 
Storbynettverkets seminar, arrangert av Oslo 
kommune, Oslo 16.1.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Organisering og samling i psykisk 
helsearbeid», presentert på Norsk forening for 
barne- og ungdomspsykiatriske institusjoners 
halvårskonferanse, Kristiansand 8.3.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Psykisk sykes levekår», presentert på seminar 
om evalueringen av Opptrappingsplanen 
for psykisk syke, arrangert av Norges 
forskningsråd, Oslo 14.4.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Evaluering av Storbysatsingen – noen 
betraktninger underveis», presentert på 
seminar for storbytiltakene, arrangert av 
Oslo kommune/Barne- og familieetaten, Oslo 
22.4.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Lokalt demokrati i Longyearbyen. 
Engasjement og deltakelse ved valget i 2007», 
presentert på åpent lokalstyremøte, arrangert 
av Longyearbyen lokalstyre, Longyearbyen 
28.4.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Demokrati i motvind. Lokaldemokrati mellom 
storpolitikk og lokalpolitikk», presentert på 
Handelshøyskolen BIs lunsjseminar, Oslo 
15.5.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Psykisk helse og psykisk sykdom. Kunnskaper 
og holdninger», presentert på lansering av 
Helsedirektoratets informasjonskampanje, 
Oslo 18.9.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Psykisk helse og psykisk sykdom. Kunnskaper 
og holdninger», presentert på Faglig forum, 
arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 28.10.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Evaluering av Storbysatsingen», presentert 
på Storbyavdelingens erfaringskonferanse, 
arrangert av Oslo kommune, Oslo 5.11.2008

Myrvold, Trine Monica
«Flerkulturelt barnevern. En 
kunnskapsoversikt», presentert på 
erfaringskonferanse, arrangert av Barne- og 
likestillingsdepartementet, Oslo 20.11.2008

Onsager, Knut
«Geografiske variasjoner i næringsstrukturer, 
innovasjonsaktivitet og innovasjonspolitikk», 
presentert på seminar om regional 
innovasjonspolitikk, arrangert av Kommunal- 
og regionaldepartementet, Oslo 18.4.2008

Onsager, Knut
«Byregionenes rolle for kunnskapsbasert 
næringsutvikling – grunnlag for 
typologiutvikling?», presentert på seminar om 
bysystem og funksjonell bytypologi, arrangert 
av Kommunal- og regionaldepartementet, Oslo 
18.6.2008

Ruud, Marit Ekne
«Kriminalitetsforebygging blant barn og 
unge i storbyene», presentert på seminar om 
kriminalitetsforebygging blant barn og unge, 
arrangert av Rusmiddeletaten, Oslo kommune, 
Oslo 28.5.2008

Ruud, Marit Ekne
«Om unges boligetablering (kommentar)», 
presentert på konferanse om ungdom og bolig, 
arrangert av Husbanken, Drammen 17.9.2008

Ruud, Marit Ekne
«Levende byliv i Bjørvika», presentert på 
Vi baker byen, arrangert av Norsk Form / 
Forskningsdagene, Oslo 26.9.2008 

Saglie, Inger-Lise
«Arealplanleggernes rolle», presentert på 
konferansen Ønske det, ville det – men 
gjøre det, arrangert av Vestfold, Buskerud og 
Telemark fylkeskommuner, 23.-24.10.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Uterom i tett by», presentert på Faglig forum 
om uterom i tett by, arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 
30.1.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Skolegården – jungel eller luftegård», 
presentert på seminar om folkehelse og 
planlegging, arrangert av Universitetet for 
miljø- og biovitenskap og NIBR, Oslo 24.4.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Hvor tett – planprosess», presentert på 
konferansen Uterom i tett by, arrangert av 
Husbanken i Bergen, Bergen 3.6.2008
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Schmidt, Lene
«Barn og planlegging – medvirkning», 
presentert på metodeseminar, arrangert av 
Universitetet for miljø- og biovitenskap, Ås 
20.5.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Fortett med vett», presentert på konferansen 
Folkehelse i kommuneplanen, arrangert 
av Møre og Romsdal fylkeskommune og 
Helsedirektoratet, Molde 19.9.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Stedsutvikling», presentert på seminar om 
stedsutvikling, arrangert av NIBR for Gjesdal 
kommune, Oslo 22.9.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Fortett med vett», presentert på plansamling, 
arrangert av Direktoratet for naturforvaltning, 
Trondheim 23.9.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Fortett med vett. Forelesning og befaring», 
presentert på seminar for delegasjon fra 
Sverige, arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 26.9.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Urban housing», presentert på 
torsdagforelesning, arrangert av Universitetet 
for miljø- og biovitenskap, Ås 16.10.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Bygningen i seg selv og i forhold til 
omgivelsene. Forelesning og oppgaver», 
presentert på kompetansehevingsseminar, 
arrangert av Plan- og bygningsetaten, Oslo 
kommune, Oslo 20.10.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Fortett med vett», presentert på seminar om 
bærekraftig byutvikling, arrangert av Vestfold 
fylkeskommune, Larvik 23.10.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Kvalitet i uterom. Forelesning og oppgaver», 
presentert på kompetansehevingsseminar, 
arrangert av Plan- og bygningsetaten, Oslo 
kommune, Oslo 24.11.2008

Schmidt, Lene
«Boligens planløsning. Forelesning 
og oppgaver», presentert på 
kompetansehevingsseminar, arrangert av 
Plan- og bygningsetaten, Oslo kommune, Oslo 
25.10.2008

Skjeggedal, Terje
«Lokal forvaltning av verneområder – 
forvaltningsforsøket i Forollhogna», presentert 
på Kommuneplankonferansen 2008, arrangert 
av Forum for kommunale planleggere, Røros 
11.-12.2.2008

Skjeggedal, Terje
«Evaluering av forsøket i Forollhogna området», 
presentert på Avslutningskonferanse for 
forsøksområdene: Lokal forvaltning av store 
verneområder, arrangert av Direktoratet for 
naturforvaltning, Trondheim 15.-16.4.2008

Skjeggedal, Terje
«Evaluering av forsøk med lokal forvaltning», 
presentert på fagseminaret Utviding av 
Ormtjernkampen Nasjonalpark, arrangert av 
Bioforsk Aust Løten, Beitostølen 15.-16.8.2008

Skjeggedal, Terje
«Extreme makeover (2). Planning for recreation 
and second homes development in a 
mountainous landscape in Norway», presentert 
på PECSRL 23rd Session: Landscapes, 
identities and development, arrangert av 
Universidade Lusófona de Humanidades e 
Tecnologias, Lisboa and Municipality of Óbidos, 
Portugal, Lisboa/Óbidos, Portugal 1.-5.9.2009

Skogheim, Ragnhild
«Kultur og næringsutvikling: muligheter og 
utfordringer», presentert på seminar om kultur 
og næringsutvikling, arrangert av Vestfold 
fylkeskommune, kulturseksjonen, Oslo 
28.2.2008

Skogheim, Ragnhild
«Hvordan preger arkitektene byen?», 
presentert på Vi baker byen, arrangert av Norsk 
Form / Forskningsdagene, Oslo 26.9.2008

Søholt, Susanne
«Areabased intervention programs for 
improved quality of life», presentert på seminar 
for delegasjon fra Thailand, arrangert av NIBR, 
Oslo 18.4.2008

Søholt, Susanne
«Indikatorer for bolig og lokalsamfunn», 
presentert på Rundbordseminar: indikatorer 
for mangfold og integrering, arrangert av Oslo 
kommune, Oslo 18.11.2008

Tesli, Arne
«Nordisk modell – eksempler på norsk-
kinesisk samarbeid», presentert på seminar 
om samarbeid med Kina, arrangert av 
Helsedirektoratet, Oslo 9.4.2008

Vanberg, Vidar
«Handels- og senterutvikling i Aust-Agder, 
regionale trender og nye planleggingsmetoder», 
presentert på seminar for planleggere 
og næringsliv, arrangert av Aust-Agder 
fylkeskommune, Arendal august 2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«People and places – construction of identity», 
presentert på seminar for delegasjon fra 
Thailand, arrangert av NIBR, Oslo 18.4.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Forskning for stedsutvikling», presentert på 
nettverkssamling stedsutvikling, arrangert av 
Vegårdshei, Åmli og Iveland kommuner, Iveland 
april 2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Stedsutvikling og folkehelse», presentert 
på seminar om folkehelse og planlegging, 
arrangert av NIBR og Universitetet for miljø- og 
biovitenskap, Geilo 24.4.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Stedsutvikling og imagebygging», presentert 
på Tettstedskonferansen i Akershus, arrangert 
av Akershus fylkeskommune, Ski 9.9.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Turistdestinasjon som oppvekststed», 
presentert på seminaret Moglegheiter og 
utfordringar for norske hyttekommunar, 
arrangert av Buskerud og Oppland 
fylkeskommuner i samarbeid med 
Kommunenes sentralforbund, Geilo 16.9.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Sosiokulturelle stedsanalyser», presentert 
på studiebesøk / planleggerkurs, arrangert av 
NIBR og Skåne länsstyrelse, Oslo 25.9.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Byers attraktivitet: myter, meningsdanning 
og merkevarebygging», presentert på 
Fredrikstadkonferansen 2008, arrangert av 
Fredrikstad Utvikling, Fredrikstad 12.11.2008

Vestby, Guri Mette
«Attraktive turistdestinasjoner! Gode 
oppvekstmiljøer?», presentert på åpent møte 
om turistdestinasjoner og oppvekstmiljø, 
arrangert av Hemsedal kommune, Hemsedal 
24.11.2008

Projects 2008
Projects are listed under the relevant 
department. Under each department, project 
leaders are listed alphabetically and projects 
chronologically.

Department for Welfare, 
Democracy and Governance 
Research
Feiring, Marte
Outreach in the municipalities 
Oslo City Council

Career guidance for inclusive working life 
Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise

Gotaas, Nora
Research funding – Self-help 
Directorate of Health

Hanssen, Gro Sandkjær
Nordic Network on Network Governance 
Centre for Democratic Network Governance

Local implementation of national policy 
Institute for Social Research/The Research 
Council of Norway

Helgesen, Marit
The role of knowledge in construction and 
regulation of health and education politics
Université Catholique de Louvain (CERISIS)/EU

Henningsen, Erik
R&D project on Diversity Year 2008 
Ministry of Culture and Church Affairs

32 NIBR



Holm, Arne
The role of housing cooperatives in housing policy 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Hovik, Sissel
Concluding comparison of alternative 
management model trials 
Directorate for Nature Management

Everyday life with the EEA in the municipal sector 
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities

Evaluation of the Municipal Quality Programme
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities 

Indset, Marthe
Local autonomy and central government 
presence in the regional
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities

Incorporating gender and equality perspective 
Agency for Public Management and 
eGovernment (Difi)

Klausen, Jan Erling
Governance for sustainability  
Landeshauptstadt Hannover/EU

Volunteering in the major cities
Oslo City Council

Coherent and long-term consideration of 
political decisions on welfare services 
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities

Assessment of the consultation scheme as 
an incentive in the policy dialogue between 
national and local government 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Lorentzen, Hilde
Øvre Eiker residents’ academy 
Municipality of Øvre Eiker

Myrvold, Trine Monica
Organisational impact of municipal work on the 
mental health action plan
The Research Council of Norway

Public attitudes and knowledge about mental 
health and mental illness
The Research Council of Norway

Wider margins for the major cities
Directorate of Health

The impact of the action plan on living 
conditions of the mentally ill
The Research Council of Norway

Local government scheme - Longyearbyen
Longyearbyen local council

Naustdalslid, Jon
A matter of debate – the municipal structure of 
the future
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities

Ruud, Marit Ekne
How to do crime prevention work among 
children and adolescents in the major cities
Oslo City Council

Stigen, Inger Marie
Governing public health services 
International Research of Stavanger (IRIS)/The 
Research Council of Norway

Competence 2015 
Directorate of Health

Piloting the appointment council 
commissioners 
Oslo City Council

Department for Housing 
and Environmental Planning 
Research
Barlindhaug, Rolf
Survey end user 
Norwegian State Housing Bank
Building Cost Programme

Interaction between housing policy instruments 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Population trends and need for new housing in 
selected counties 
Veidekke A/S

First-time home buyers − instruments in 
Norway and England
Norwegian State Housing Bank 

Survey of prevalence and problems connected 
with low-deposit homes
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Housing preferences among the young and old. 
Working paper for the Norwegian Federation of 
Co-operative Housing Associations (NBBL)
NBBL

Brattbakk, Ingar
Data on tenants and tenancies provided for 
under the Tenancy Act 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Dyb, Evelyn
FEANTSA European Federation of National 
Organisations Working with the Homeless 
Directorate of Health

Homelessness 2007 – A survey
Norwegian State Housing Bank

En route to a home of one’s own
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Organisational approaches to the complexities 
of deprivation at the city level 
Oslo City Council

Mutual Progress on Homelessness through 
Advancing and Strengthening Information 
Research and Innovation Services, University 
of Dundee

Guttu, Jon
Outdoor spaces in densely built up urban areas 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Grorud Valley housing stock survey 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Measures to enhance subjective judgement in 
planning and processing of building issues
Oslo urban development

Harvold, Kjell A.
Urban strategy Region South
Public Roads Administration

Kleven, Terje
Democracy, governance, regionality
The Research Council of Norway

Conference – Planning as a Policy Tool – Text 
or Action? 
The Research Council of Norway

Knudtzon, Lillin C.
Vehicles of influence and representation 
arrangements for children and adolescents 
Ministry of Children and Equality

Lund-Iversen, Martin
Taking account of health in planning and 
impact assessments
Directorate of Health

Environmental Impact Assessment − 
Engebøfjellet 
Norwegian institute for Water Research

General land use plan environmental impact 
assessment criteria and models 
Ministry of the Environment

Social impact of the Lunckefjell coalfield at 
Svalbard 
Store Norske Spitsbergen Kulkompani

Nørve, Siri
User survey for the use of officials handling 
housing allowance applications 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Participation and accessibility in buildings 
Norwegian Association of the Hard of Hearing

Universal design and life-span standards as 
municipal policy 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Action Plan – Using universal design to improve 
accessibility 
Ministry of the Environment

Ruud, Marit Ekne
Furuset place analysis 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Haugenstua place analysis
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Visual environment in housing development 
projects 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology

Gjøvik – History and Jubilee Book
Mjøsmuseet
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Saglie, Inger-Lise
Redefining rural resources 
Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage 
Research/The Research Council of Norway

Different ways of managing urban development
The Research Council of Norway

Schmidt, Lene
How to sell a home 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Work on outdoor area quality in densely 
population cities − Draft means and ways 
Ministry of the Environment

Skjeggedal, Terje
Guidelines for the new Planning and Building 
Act – A draft
Ministry of the Environment

Report on Norway’s membership of European 
Urban Knowledge Network 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Strategy report “Areal” – viable municipalities 
Asplan

Survey of planning and community 
development competence – Phase 1 
Ministry of the Environment

Survey and analysis of municipal environmental 
and planning competence 
Vestland Research

Survey of municipal and county planning and 
community development competence 
Ministry of the Environment

New Planning and Building Act − Network 
Assembly
Ministry of the Environment

Skogheim, Ragnhild
Cultural heritage and place identity 
Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage 
Research/The Research Council of Norway

Stokke, Knut Bjørn
Responding to Climate Change Potential of and 
Limits to Adaptation in Norway 
University of Oslo/The Research Council of 
Norway

Community and business development in 
Lovund– from crisis to success
Helgeland sparebank
County of Nordland

Environmental Impact Assessment of 
conserving Breheimen – local belonging and 
future management 
Oppland County Governor

Climate change impacts 
Norut-Alta

Interventions and land development in the 
coastal zone – Impact on wildlife and business 
(Phase 1) 
Norwegian Association of Fishermen

Søholt, Susanne
Housing conditions and housing careers of 
descendants of immigrants 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Child residents of council houses
Oslo City Council

Workshop to strengthen Nordic research into 
determinants for ethnic minorities’ locality 
decisions and multiethnic residential areas 
NOS-HS Secretariat, R&D Council

Ethnic discrimination in the rental sector 
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Enhancing opportunity and natural helpers in 
Mogadishu 
Workshop of Primary Healthcare

Vestby, Guri Mette
Youth, ICT and local democracy 
Ministry of Children and Equality
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Young residents of a tourist destination
Hemsedal Region

Taking account of health in planning, 
partnership system and municipal health profile 
Directorate of Health

Socio-cultural analysis of Eidfjord 
Municipality of Eidfjord

Department for Socioeconomic 
and Territorial Studies
Bjørnsen, Hild-Marte
Impacts of New Public Management (NPM) 
reform 
Norwegian Institute of Transport Economics

Types of interaction between Economy, Rural 
Society, Environment and Agriculture 
Austrian Institute of Spatial Planning/EU

Brevik, Ivar
Converting nursing homes into residential 
homes and institutionalising sheltered homes 
National Centre for Documentation on Disability

Progress and status for home visitor clients 
over the past 20 years 
Ministry of Health and Care Services

Municipal services, participation, social 
networks and leisure activity
NAKU − National Institute on Intellectual 
Disability and Community

Foss, Olaf
OECD territorial database 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

European Spatial Planning Observation 
Network – contact point 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

The cost of centralisation 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Workshop on Norwegian urban systems and 
functional typology 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Gundersen, Frants
Use of regional development funding by county 
councils
Oxford Research

VRI 2008 
Østland Research/The Research Council of 
Norway

Johansen, Steinar
Social and economic analysis − Svalbard 2008 
Institute of Transport Economics

Significance of coalmining to the community in 
Longyearbyen
Ministry of Justice

Langset, Bjørg
Shifting responsibilities between municipalities 
and the specialist health service − economic 
impact and alternative funding opportunities
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities

Medby, Per
Installing lifts in existing apartment buildings
Norwegian State Housing Bank

Technical assistance in relation to the review of 
the housing allowance scheme
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Onsager, Knut
City regions, knowledge bases and innovation 
support systems 
The Research Council of Norway

Innovation policy − dilemmas and challenges 
Institute for Research in Economics and 
Business Administration

Regional innovation policy 
Agder University College

Orderud, Geir Inge
Arriyadh Development Authority – advising on 
crime 
Arriyadh Development Authority

Skålnes, Sigrid
Evaluation of Norwegian development 
cooperation with the Western Balkans states 
Norad
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Sørlie, Kjetil
Socio-economic barometer Sogn og Fjordane 
Asplan-Viak AS

Demographic analysis for the municipality of 
Nordreisa 
Municipality of Nordreisa 
Municipality of Skjervøy

Study of migration patterns for small and 
medium-sized towns 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Attendance at public meetings 
Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development

Tesli, Arne
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 
in Sudan 
Directorate for Nature Management

China Institute for Reform and Development 
Cooperation 2008 
China Institute for Reform and Development (CIRD)

Lessons learned in the Physical Planning and 
Institution Building project 
Ministry of Planning, Palestine

EIA in Zambia 
Petrad

GINI 2008 Workshop − Updating project 
proposals
Governance Institutes Network International

Vanberg, Vidar
Business analysis for the municipality of Trysil 
Municipality of Trysil

Department for International 
Studies
Aasen, Berit
Reference group for Trust Fund for 
Environmentally and Socially Sustainable 
Development 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Building capacity for development research 
at the Research Centre for Applied Geography, 
Vietnam 
Norad

Searching for effective HIV prevention in Sub-
Saharan Africa 
University of Bergen/The Research Council of 
Norway

Collaboration between Norway and Vietnamese 
training establishments 
Norad

FOKUS program development 
FOKUS

Training and capacity building in management 
and leadership for ethnic and female 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Gender Equality and the Multilateral 
Development Banks 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Experience of using the Nordic local 
governance model and universal welfare 
arrangement 
Norad

Review of NCA in Eritrea 
Norad

Review of the Action Plan for Women’s Rights 
and Gender Equality in Dev Coop 
Norad

Aasland, Aadne
Network on HIV/AIDS in North West Russia 
Fafo

New Patterns in East-West Migration in Europe 
Fafo
The Research Council of Norway

The governance of HIV/AIDS-prevention in 
North-West Russia 
The Research Council of Norway
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finland

Northern Dimension Partnership in Health and 
Social Well-being Assessed 
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs

Local Government Reform in Ukraine 
Norwegian Association of Local Authorities

Braathen, Einar
ICT and poverty: a community-based approach 
The Research Council of Norway

Norwegian NGOs in South America 
Norad

The decentralisation dimension in conflict and 
peace: Northern Uganda 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Cities against poverty: Brazilian experiences 
The Research Council of Norway

Participatory democracy and political influence 
of civil society 
The Research Council of Norway

Dalfelt, Arne
Oil for the development programme. IAIA08 
Conference, Perth 
Norad
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Grødeland, Åse Berit
Informal practices and corruption in post-
conflict areas, West-Balkans 
The Research Council of Norway

The reintegration of Ukraine into Europe 
Universität Wien

Hansen, Stig Jarle
Local service delivery in “fragile states”
Norad

Enemies or Allies: Follow through seminar 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Muslim Brotherhood in the African Horn region 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Political Analysis Somalia 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

New models of service delivery and state 
building in fragile states
Norad

Gangs and political violence in Kenya
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Haug, Marit
Social exclusion, Nepal 
Social Inclusion Research Fund (SIRF), Nepal

Demand driven governance and community 
intervention 
Norad

Decentralization as a strategy for resolving 
conflict? 
The Research Council of Norway

Summary of Nepal-related work at NIBR 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Does a “rights based” approach to development 
contribute to social inclusion? 
The Research Council of Norway

Decentralization as a strategy for resolving 
conflicts? 
The Research Council of Norway

Holm-Hansen, Jørn
Save the Children’s national programme in Russia 
Save the Children

Review of KS in the Western Balkan states 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Evaluation of Swedish−Russian collaboration 
on building front line health services
East Europe Committee of the Swedish Health 
Care Community (SEEK)

Evaluation of the St Petersburg Mechnikov 
Academy’s occupational therapy programme
East Europe Committee of the Swedish Health 
Care Community (SEEK)

Wiig, Henrik
Aid, agricultural production and starvation in 
Malawi 
National Statistical Office of Malawi

Land reform, trust, and customary land rights 
The Research Council of Norway

Land at last: Criteria for success in South 
African land redistributions 
The Research Council of Norway
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